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A one-day seminar providing advice, training and 
information for community-based organisations to 
counter racism and far-right terror. 





In 1995 Searchlight Educational Trust launched 
When hate comes to town, a community 
handbook designed to give practical support and 
guidance to community groups that are opposed 
to racism and fascism. The handbook has been 
well received and it is this type of work that SET 
is building on. 


Communities combating hate is an ongoing 
project that aims to enhance networks of 
support to organisations that seek to develop 
community-based responses to racism and 
far-right terror. 


Workshops include: 

@ A round up on far right-wing groups 
and their activities 

@ The myths and facts about racism 

@ Trade Unions combating hate in the 
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community 
@® Working with young people — the as possible to: 

deconstruction of ‘Race’ ™ Searchlight Educational Trust 
@ How to use the media effectively 8 PO Box 1576, 






® Monitoring and combating racial Ilford IGS ONG. Pm 
harassment in the community Tel: 020 7681 8660 CHARITIES 
@ Open forum Oldham, Bradford, a Fax: 020 7681 8650 BOARD 







summer of tension email: community@s-light.demon.co.uk 











‘Editorial 


The Italian Holocaust survivor Primo Levi once warned 
| that fascism may not appear in its old guise, but in new 
forms, almost unrecognisable to many. Certainly, past 
atrocities have ensured that it is not easy for parties that 
declare themselves openly fascist to gain mass support, 
which is why they go to great lengths to maintain they 
have made a break with their past. So today, fascists 
allege that the term refers to a bygone era and that they 
are merely nationalists concerned about issues such as 
immigration and the preservation of national culture. 
In Levi's Italy, the birthplace of fascism, Gianfranco Fini 
— heir to Mussolini’s political movement — is the deputy 
Prime Minister and one such “post-fascist”. 

The police action against those who gathered to make 
| their voices heard during the G8 summit in Genoa in 
| July shocked the world. As we report this month, Fini 

was present in the police control room when the savage 
| attacks on demonstrators took place. Christian pacifists, 

Greens, Third World Firsters, trade unionists — protesters 
| of every variety — saw their democratic rights drowned in 
a sea of truncheons, tear-gas and blood. One protester, 
Carlo Giuliani, was shot dead by a police officer. 
A member of the British trade union Unison told 
Searchlight that he personally witnessed police officers 
distribute weapons to black-clad agents provocateurs. 
Brutality and suppression of political dissidents is the 
hallmark of fascism and as our article shows, amidst the 
sadism of the beatings, people in police cells were 
forced to sing fascist songs. The inquiry taking place in 
Italy surrounding the events during the G8 summit must 
fully reveal how Junta-style police brutality was allowed 
to take place in a supposed democracy. 

Last month's British National Party’s Red White and 
Blue festival was a miserable affair by all accounts. 
The sight of police officers working hand in glove with 
BNP stewards could have been avoided if Home 
Secretary David Blunkett had accepted the appeal from 
Welsh First Minister Rhodri Morgan to ban the event. 

Antisemite Donald Martin has finally gone from the 
top post that he held in the Federation of Small 
Businesses after a long campaign by Searchlight. 
Our thanks go to all those who helped bring about this 
result. There is no room for complacency though, now is 
the time for those involved in anti-European Union 
activities to ensure that he has no place there either. 
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Alfio Bernabei reports 
on police barbarity in 
Genoa in July 


“Long live Pinochet! Death to the Jews! No pity for 
the little Negro boy! Sieg Heil! Apartheid! Long live 
Mussolini!”. These were among the chants 
reportedly sang by the Italian police during the 
savage beatings and torture that followed the 
arrests made during the night raids on the 
headquarters of the Genoa Social Forum at the GS 
meeting in July. 

During a four-day incarceration ordeal described as a 
“Chilean nightmare” some of those arrested were made 
to sing Faccetta Nera, the racist hymn sung by the fascist 
troops to celebrate Mussolini’s invasion of Abyssinia in 
1935. The lyrics of Faccetta Nera, or “little black face’, 
hail the arrival of the superior white race and celebrate 
the destruction of black cultures. Those beaten up in 
Genoa who did not know the tune were made to learn it 
by listening to the jingles chosen by the police for their 
cell phones. This fascist regurgitation celebrated in 
blood and music signals a new development. Nazi- 
fascist and racist slogans, which until a few months ago 
would have been considered a punishable offence when 
displayed by extreme right-wing militants in football 
stadia, have crept into the Robocop vocabulary of the 
Italian police. This turn of events is treated with 
nonchalant indulgence by the authorities under the 
government of Silvio Berlusconi in which neo-fascist 
ministers are rapidly gaining the upper hand in 
decision-making, particularly in areas concerned with 
law and order and immigrants. 
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The Genoa events have brought to the surface the 
dawning of a “new order”. The police unleashed a style of 
barbaric attacks on demonstrators more in tune with a 
display of military repression under a dictatorship than 
ordinary crowd control in a civilised society. The raids on 
the offices and media headquarters of the Genoa Social 
Forum while people were asleep were conceived and 
executed with the clear purpose of resuscitating the legge 
del manganello, the blackshirts’ law of truncheons made 
famous by Mussolini. There was plenty of blood scattered 
on floors, central heating systems and computer 
keyboards, amid broken ribs, heads smashed against 
walls, torn flesh and punctured lungs. But apart from the 
beatings and the torture inflicted on dozens of people 
subsequently imprisoned in cages in two police “lagers”, 
where cigarette lighters were used on people, along with 
threats of rape on women, there was the truly sinister: 
those fascist songs and telephone jingles coming this 
time not from the extreme right-wing militants of Forza 
Nuova or Combat 18 sympathisers, but from the 
carabinieri and police. One can be certain that they will 
not be reprimanded for shouting praises to Mussolini or 
Hitler. In fact for the first time since the Second World War 
this behaviour may be tacitly welcomed at the highest 
level in government. The most famous pronouncement 
of Gianfranco Fini, the current deputy Prime Minister, is 
that “Mussolini was a great statesman’. 

The immediate outcome of this turn of events will be 
progressively to encourage the civilian groups of nazi- 
fascists in stadia and in the rest of society to become 
even more cocksure and vociferous in their racist and 
fascist activities. If the police can get away with shouts of 
Heil Hitler! Viva il Duce! why should ordinary citizens 
worry about repeating them? There is even less to worry 
about for the notorious right-wing elements of Gladio, 
the 1,200 or so “gladiators” who appeared in the list of 
the P2 Masonic Lodge headed by Licio Gelli, including 
some members of the armed forces and the secret 
services, who after 30 years of waiting finally see the 
architecture of the “new order” taking shape. The police 
operation in Genoa may have been described as a 





blunder for the centre-right government of Berlusconi but a 
different reading emerges if one considers that the irreversibly 
discredited television tycoon and former member of P2 is only 
there to provide media anaesthetic cover to the neo-fascist 
Fini, who has successfully taken this opportunity to signal to 
the forces of law and order and the army that the authoritarian 
swing is afoot. 

As a dress rehearsal of a militarised policy of crowd control 
conceived as a warning to all “enemies within”, whether 
immigrants or trade unionists, Genoa unmistakably spells out 
the willingness to legitimise the use of force even if it means 
the shedding of blood. Eyewitnesses told how the peaceful 
demonstration was attacked simultaneously from three sides, 
land, air and sea. Police emerged from side streets and 
parcelled out sections of the crowds by circling around them in 
armoured vehicles, while a fine dust that was unlike tear-gas 
and caused temporary asphyxiation rained down from 
helicopters and tear-gas was fired from street patrols and 
military boats lined along the seashore. Tear-gas was also fired 
inside private courtyards and house entrances where people 
had taken refuge and hundreds of people were savagely beaten 
long before the night raid in the dormitory and media 
headquarters of the Genoa Social Forum, all with the intent 
and purpose of inspiring terror. 

In the meantime a comparatively tiny group of Black Block 
casseurs were left free to smash window shops and burn cars as if 
to provide an excuse for attacking the peaceful demonstrators. 
According to observers police agent provocateurs were among 
them. Weeks before the gathering intelligence reports had 
warned of the arrival of two coaches of the nazi-fascists of Forza 
Nuova, who had held meetings to discuss their tactics, but their 
monitoring suddenly stopped and none was arrested. “I am a 
nazi and I am here because I have been invited by Italian 
brothers,” said Liam Stevens, 26, from Birmingham. But he was 
never questioned about who these brothers were and left Italy 
unscathed, while nine British peaceful demonstrators were 
arrested and beaten up. 

Although not directly in charge of operations Fini was there. 
A fascist at the age of 16 and leader for many years of the 
Movimento Sociale Italiano, which inherited the black shirts of 
Benito Mussolini, Fini arrived in Genoa ostensibly to take part 
in a television debate. In fact, accompanied by other members 
of his neo-fascist National Alliance party, he went into the 
police control room and was there during the hours in which 
the operations against the dormitory and the Genoa Social 
Forum media centre were being planned. Neither the killing of 
the demonstrator Carlo Giuliani, nor the savage assault on the 
dormitory followed by beatings, nor even torture convinced 
him that something had gone wrong. He derided criticism that 
his very presence in the police control room may have been 
calculated to sanction the Viva Mussolini! and Sieg Heil! bloody 
deeds. To the many commentators who smelled the influence 
of a fascist at work in the crucial hours, Fini retorted that it was 
outrageous or “communist” to criticise the work of the police. 
The carabiniere who fired the fatal shot had acted through fear, 
he said. He was presented as a hero. A leading government 
minister pronounced that a less sensitive person would have 
killed many more people. 

Suave as ever, Fini has become a master in recoding fascism 
disguised as common sense and hope for a better future. 
The subtle rebranding of fascism as fashionable “warriors’” 
behaviour is already being celebrated in army barracks. Days 
after the brutal attacks in Genoa a group of policemen walked 
into a graphics studio in Bologna. They showed photographs 
of the clashes and asked that they be reproduced on a set of 
T-shirts. “You might not be able to wear them if you are 
policemen,” commented the owner of the studio. “It doesn't 
matter,” said the policeman who was placing the order, 
“we will keep them as trophies in our rooms’. 
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it was supposed to be the nationalist event of the year, the British 
equivalent of the highly successful Blue, White and Red festival held 
annually by Jean Marie Le Pen’s Front National in France. But, like so 
many of Nick Griffin’s schemes, nothing quite went according to plan. 
Nick Lowles waded through the mud and heavy rain to report from 
inside the BNP weekend jamboree. 


Police 
checkpoint 
in Mid- 
Wales. 
Police 
directed 
people to 
the BNP 
stewards 
waiting up 
the road 


he omens were not good as I drove through 

Welshpool, mid-Wales, at just before eleven on 

the morning of Saturday 11 August. It had just 

begun to rain (again) and cars were being 

stopped and searched at the first of three police 
checkpoints. The police wanted to know my business 
and personal details but, seeing my press card, waved 
me through without further trouble. Others were not so 
lucky. All 300 people who attended the event were made 
to supply their names and addresses and some had their 
vehicles thoroughly searched. 

A second roadblock, further down the road, was even 
more stringent. There, police checked names against a 
list of those who had bought tickets, which Nick Griffin, 
the British National Party leader, had supplied to them 
earlier in the morning. Those without tickets were sent 
across the road to the BNP stewards led by the erstwhile 
criminal and thug Warren Bennett and ably supervised 
by Griffin himself who flitted between his farm and the 
police lines like Little Lord Fauntleroy. 

The ticketing policy was initially implemented strictly. 
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Even Fauntleroy’s wife, Jackie Griffin, was barred from 
entering early on as she had not paid for a ticket. I, on 
the other hand, did have a ticket and with little bother 
from Bennett was directed the couple of miles down the 
country lane to the farm beyond Griffin's. 

I was expecting to be greeted with political seminars 
and archery but instead witnessed the spectacle of 
people chasing after tent poles that were being blown 
around the field like matchsticks, while others clung 
desperately onto the tents that had already been 
erected. There was already a mood of despondency 
among many of the early arrivals, notably including 
Tony Lecomber, the party’s group development director, 
who sat glumly on his own. I later found out that he 
was far from impressed with the organisation of the 
festival and, after a row with Fauntleroy, even threatened 
to walk out. 

Steve Smith from Burnley had obviously emptied his 
Burnley Heritage Centre store and set up shop in the 
North West tent, which also sold BNP rock, courtesy of 
the Blackpool guest house owner Barry Meacham, but 


this marquee was soon blown over and 
forced to close. The South West region 
was selling cakes and cider while the 
Scots sold nazi CDs. The only regional 
stall left standing by late afternoon was 
the “Justice for Simmo” tent run by the 
North East region. 

As it was lunchtime I set off in search 
of food. In the pre-event literature 
Fauntleroy had told supporters that 
the problems of last year would be 
rectified. One major shortcoming 
had been the food, which then had 
consisted of one burger van run by the 
party’s own Rab C Nesbitt, Steve 
Cartwright. This time he had been 
dispatched to beer guzzling duties, 
in which he certainly excelled, but 
nevertheless there was still just one 
burger van for the entire festival. To the 
annoyance of many queuing in the 
mud and rain, the proprietor initially 
insisted on cooking each sausage and 
burger (which was all there was on 
offer) individually. It was only after the 
intervention of one irate woman, who 
|. barged her way into the van and 
virtually took over, that the queue 
began to move. Other than the grease 
option, there was a bowl of “scouse” 
and a few cakes and biscuits provided 
on the local stalls. 

The festival was supposed to start at 
ten but it was almost three when we 
gathered in the main tent for what was 
described as “personal testimonies” by 
local activists. In a performance 
reminiscent of an evangelical rally, new recruits and 
activists told their brethren how they had seen the light. 
Scott McLean, who chaired the proceedings, revealed 
that he was convinced of the righteousness of the 
cause when he put his daughter to bed every night. 
Tony North, from Buxham, Devon, spoke of his earlier 
life in Brixton, which he was forced to leave after he 
became the last white person in the street. (They say 
Brixton has been going up-market recently.) 

Watching the proceedings from the side of the tent 
were several journalists including a film crew from 
Panorama. Their presence caused considerable unease 
among many in the audience especially when they 
realised the crew would be there for the whole weekend. 

Despite the media, the list of speakers was a parade of 
the usual suspects, with criminal after criminal stepping 
forward to revel in the acclaim of the audience. Chief 
among them was Andy McLory, the new Ulster BNP 
organiser, who boasted of 15 years of “nationalist” 
activity interrupted by a brief “lull”, which he neglected 
to mention was the result of a long stint in prison. 

To loud applause, Lord Fauntleroy was full of praise 
for the recently formed Swansea branch, though with 
the steroid-assisted hulk and football hooligan, Andrew 
Toose, heading the group, few in the hall were in any 
mood to argue. Perhaps my eyes deceived me but I was 
sure Toose was wearing a St George's top, and as for 
those peddle pushers, well, very fetching. 

One of the few speakers to catch my attention was 
Mark Collett from Leeds University, recently appointed 
the Young BNP organiser. Described later by Griffin as a 
“bit rough”, he gave a hardline speech in favour of white 





power accompanied by numerous fisted salutes. 
This went down well with most of the crowd with the 
exception of a few of the more astute members who 
looked nervously in the direction of the Panorama 
film crew. 

As the speakers droned on I took the opportunity to 
survey the crowd. There were 310 people in the tent, give 
or take a few, though some others did arrive later. This 
was embarrassingly short of the 1,000 that Fauntleroy 
claimed were going to attend when he spoke to the 
Welsh media on the Friday. 

Given that Griffin had allowed the press in and gone 
out of his way to issue strict dress and behaviour codes, 
I was surprised to see so many hardline nazis and 
football hooligans present, including past and present 
supporters of the nazi terror group Combat 18 and 
Blood and Honour followers. They included Warren Glass, 
Rob Grey and Del O’Connor, all former C18 activists. 

My wandering mind was brought back to the 
immediate proceedings by the rattle of coins in buckets 
which instantly alerted me to the dreaded part of every 
BNP event, the collection. Perhaps it was because of the 
weather or that Scott McLean, was not David Bruce 
(who used to conduct these proceedings until his 
death), but it was the most abysmal collection of recent 
years. A paltry £1,100 was raised, well down on the 
£5,000 collected at the two rallies earlier this year and 
well short of the £12,000 raised in 1999. Tactically 
rattling the bucket as it went past, I dropped in two five 
pence pieces. 

Last year’s festival lost the party over £5,000. 
The figure must have been similar this year. As well as 
the poor collection, little was raised on the door. 
Only 160 people had bought tickets beforehand and due 
to a combination of incompetence and chaos, there was 
no one collecting money at the entrance. 

Fortunately, the coffers were swelled by sponsors, 
including the Leeds branch which contributed £500, 
while Norwich and Norfolk put in £100, though perhaps 
this was guilt money as no one from the region 
appeared. Individuals included Bill Bunting 
(Doncaster), Nick Cass (Dewsbury), Mr Close (Wigan), 
Clive Wakely (Newton Abbott), Simon Wright 
(Northamptonshire), Vic Howard (Cardiff), Richard 
Chadfield (Stockport), Sim Carter (Surrey) and Paul 
Golding and Mr Lynn (Lincolnshire). Martin Wingfield, 
previously of the National Democrats, also put up some 
money, as did Tony Hancock, the nazi printer. 

The speeches over, there was time to wander round 
the political tent. There were supposed to have been 
political seminars here but they never materialised. 
Confronted by frustrated activists, panicking organisers 
announced that a separate seminar would be held 
within the next few weeks. 

With the weather continuing to deteriorate, the 
fireworks, organised by Stuart and Wendy Russell, were 
brought forward. However, most people decided to 
remain under canvas and wait for the evening’s 
entertainment. 

The leadership knew their sanitised festival would not 
hold out into the evening and ordered the media 
representatives, who had been made to wear big yellow 
badges all day, to leave before anyone took to the stage. 
How right they were. It was then, away from the gaze of the 
press, that the real unreconstructed BNP was on show. 

Opening the evening’s fun was Meg, who sang several 
songs to a three-quarters full tent. Her voice was good 
but what followed was more akin to a karaoke night 
down the local. Two young girls played the clarinet and 
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Nick Griffin 


Stigger and 
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perform for 
the BNP 
faithful 


then a man draped in a picnic rug and brandishing a 
spear read out a story of a defeated French army in 
Northumbria in 600AD. From the way he was trying to 
juggle the microphone, his spear, his script and his 
drink, I was surprised he did not stab anyone. 

Then a woman got up and announced, to great 
applause, “we are white and we are proud”. She really 
should not have bothered. Her voice was appalling. 
Next came John Cartwright (whom Fauntleroy insisted 
on introducing simply as John from Glasgow). He is the 
lead singer of the nazi band Nemesis. Fortunately for the 
leadership his brother managed to remain in his seat 
and not mount the stage giving nazi salutes, as he is 
prone to do at Blood and Honour events. 

Not wanting to miss out on all the fun, Fauntleroy 
himself sang a few songs. His first number was Streets of 
London, though he changed the last couple of verses to 
introduce racist lyrics. Then he sang the Soldier’s Song 
by Donovan. Embarrassingly, he forgot the words and 
stood stranded on stage hoping for the audience to 
come to his rescue. 

While they might not have been able to assist their 
leader, they were, nevertheless, in fine voice. Chants of 
“there’s only one Nick Griffin’ were swiftly followed by 
“Blue Army” and “Rule Britannia”. The football chants 
were a feature of the whole weekend. Cries of “City” 
greeted the Manchester City football score, immediately 
met by cries of “we are Leeds” from the Yorkshire 
contingent. Not wanting to be outdone, the Burnley fans 
began chanting “Clarets, Clarets”, all this while the 
meeting was in progress. This was not the sort of 
audience participation that Fauntleroy had intended. 

Headlining the night was Stigger, formerly of Blood 
and Honour and before that Combat 18, sporting a 
Headhunter T-shirt. His most enthusiastically received 
number was “Tomorrow Belongs To Me”, dedicated to 
the two German Blood and Honour nazis in the 
audience. Even. Fauntleroy got so worked up with 
the song that he leapt from his seat and gave a right arm 
salute to the audience. When Stigger urged the crowd to 
join in, at least two dozen right arms shot out. 

With the evening deteriorating rapidly, Chris Telford 
kicked off the comedy night. An attempted cross 
between Bernard Manning and Chucky Brown, the 
Geordie who now lives in Bruce Street, Glasgow, went 
down like a lead balloon. One member of the audience 
uncharitably shouted out, “A taxi for one”. 

Telford was followed by a succession of other BNP 
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comedians, each more racist and antisemitic than the 
last. Steve Cartwright, Jim Burns, Tony McDonnell, Glass 
and Griffin all mounted the stage. Oh how they laughed. 

The evening did not end there. After most people had 
wandered out to their beds, which in many cases were in 
their vehicles, 30 “retired” to the beer tent for more jovial 
fun. Griffin, by now quite pissed, was present when 
somebody put on an SS marching music CD. Like the 
other party officials present, he did not complain. 

After all the fun of the previous night, Sunday was 
largely a write-off. The rain continued to pour down, 
causing cancellation of the ladies’ aerobics, tug-of-war 
and five-a-side football. Not that anyone seemed to 
mind. Most people by now were keen just to get home. 
The mood was not helped by the shit in the urinals. 

Fearing that many people would leave early and so 
deprive Fauntleroy of a full house for his chairman’s 
speech, other events were aborted to bring proceedings 
forward by two hours. 

Lecomber opened by giving out trophies for the best 
branches. Unfortunately for him, few of the recipients 
were on hand to collect them. The warm-up speech was 
delivered by Peter Rushton, though few could take him 
seriously after the abuse that McDonnell had dished out 
during his comedy spot. 

Finally, up stepped Fauntleroy himself. He arrived 
through a side gap in the tent to Elgar and a cloud of 
mist from an ice machine. By now the cameras were 
back in and the nazism tightly locked away. Shame that 
no one could work the machine properly and half the 
audience were left spluttering for breath. 

His speech was all too predictable. The party’s best 
asset was Tony Blair because of his abandonment of the 
working class, and next year’s local elections provided 
the BNP with a real chance of electoral breakthrough. 
He dwelt on the failings of the Anti Nazi League, which, 
no doubt as a sop to the press, he called the 
“Anti Normal League” rather than “ANAL” as the nazis 
had in the past. Trying to present himself as a “normal” 
politician, he embraced his wife at the end of his speech. 

But few were still around to see this as everyone, 
including myself, became more preoccupied with 
escaping the mud pit. Rushton rushed back to the 
microphone to appeal for punters to pay their entrance 
fee but few listened. Most people had had enough for 
this year. Despite the party’s great boasts, it was, quite 
literally, another washout. 


Irving fails in final appeal bid 


by Kate Taylor 


efore David Irving entered his high court libel trial 
B: January 2000 over a book by Professor Deborah 

Lipstadt, he declared it to be a platform from 
which to sink the “battleship Auschwitz” once and for 
all. But in spite of his efforts to submerge history, it is 
Irving who now finds he is sinking. 

Last month Irving failed in his final bid to take the 
devastating verdict, delivered by Mr Justice Gray last year, 
to the appeal court. A claimant is allowed only three 
attempts at gaining leave to appeal. After Justice Gray had 
handed down his initial findings, he immediately turned 
down Irving's first request for permission to appeal. 
A second hearing heard by Justice Sedley also proved 
fruitless. Now Justices Buxton, Pill and Mantell have 
concurred in the view that Irving’s case has no merit. 

Irving now faces the possibility of bankruptcy if the 
first instalment of costs, standing at around £150,000, 
is not paid within 21 days. The total legal bill is 
estimated at over £2.5 million. 

He was not in court for the judgement and was said by 
his counsel, Adrian Davies, to be travelling round the 
south coast in a van trying to sell copies of his latest 
book, Churchill’s War II. 

Judge Gray, in his damning ruling, found it 
“incontrovertible” that Irving “qualifies as a Holocaust 
denier”. He added that Irving is “a right wing pro-nazi 
polemicist ... [Irving] has a political agenda”. Gray also 
declared that Irving’s treatment of historical evidence 
fell far short of the standards expected from a 
“conscientious historian”. 

At the final appeal hearing, which lasted for four days, 
Irving had intended to bring to the court’s attention 
what he considered to be vital new evidence. His plan 
was to introduce the notorious Rudolph Report into the 
proceedings in the hope that it would cement his 
argument that no gas chambers were used to murder 
people in Auschwitz. He inexplicably withdrew this 
evidence, after the respondents had assembled a huge 
amount of evidence of their own to rebut the Report. 

Irving had also intended to call Zoe Polanska-Palmer, 
who was detained in Birkenau, to give evidence 
supporting some of his claims. This application was also 
withdrawn. These confused actions by Irving and his 
legal team left the appeal judges in “dismay”. 

The main focus of the hearing was on Irving's 
historiography. Mr Davies, instructed by the solicitors 
Amhurst Brown Colombotti, submitted that the five 
expert witnesses called at the trial on behalf of the 
respondents were all motivated by ideological bias, and, 
in the case of historian Professor Evans, by personal 
hatred. After hearing all the evidence put forward as 
grounds to appeal, the court agreed with the findings of 
Justice Gray and found Irving's case to be devoid of merit. 

Mr Davies himself has a colourful political past. 
He has been active on the Conservative Party right since 
the early 1980s, first with the Monday Club and then as 
an executive committee member of the far-right Tory 
Action. He attended several Revolutionary Conservative 
Caucus meetings. He has become a leading activist with 
Right Now, and was part of the magazine's delegation to 
the French Front National festival in September 1997. 
Davies is also one of the three editors of 


Standardbearers, a text published by the Bloomsbury 
Forum. His offering in the latest edition of the racist 
Right Now is a review of a book by John Bean, a long- 
time far-right activist. Under the title, “The ‘extreme 
Right’ — why it failed”, Davies refers to “Zionist thugs” 
and speaks of the disappointment that “Left wing 
readers” would feel when reading the book, because it is 
written in an articulate manner. He refers to the “healthy 
scepticism about the viability of ‘richly diverse’ 
multicultural societies” that Bean adopted. 

Following the hearing, Davies was unrepentant. 
“This is not over!” he declared, and added that they 
might even be prepared to take the case to the European 
Court of Human Rights. 

Professor Lipstadt, who has spent the past five years of 
her life embroiled in this action, felt vindicated. 
“T was right... I was proved right the first time, by Justice 
Gray, the second time by Sedley, and now by Pill, Mantell 
and Buxton, how much more does Irving want? 

“I am very pleased, I am very gratified by the Court of 
Appeal’s decision... This shows that Justice Gray was 
right on the mark... We were able to show that Irving's 
errors were not just aberrations, but were part of a 
pattern of misrepresentation, falsification and 
consistent over the long term.” 

James Libson of Mishcon De Reya, Lipstadt’s solicitors, 
said, “While we expected this result it is a shame that 
Irving has had so much time in the media spotlight — a 
distraction not sought by our client Professor Lipstadt 
who only wishes to fully resume her work as an 
academic. We trust this appeal will be the last.” 

She added, “I hope that Mr Irving's six year battle 
against my attempt to tell the truth about him will end. 
I am anxious to return to my scholarly pursuits and my 
teaching responsibilities. I do not delude myself into 
thinking that, though my battle with Mr Irving may be 
over, the fight against those who will pervert the historical 
record for their own political and ideological goals has 
ended. That battle will continue for as long as history is 
written. Those of us who engage in the writing of history 
and whose of us who care about truth and memory will 
have to be ever ready to stand up against them.” 


Irving (right) 
addressing 
a right-wing 
rally in 
Germany 






















































undreds of asylum seekers demonstrated 
after the murder on 5 August of Kurdish 
refugee Firsat Yildiz Dag in Glasgow’s 
Sighthill housing estate, to demand 
immediate action by the council to improve 
conditions and end the attacks. 

Firsat died only a few weeks after arriving in the city, 
_ stabbed to death on a Saturday night in a park on the 
edge of the estate, one of the poorest in the UK. 
The next day, hundreds of predominantly Kurdish 
; protesters took to the streets of Glasgow. A 200-strong 
emonstration marched to the city centre following a 
it-down protest in Sighthill, the housing scheme that 
is home to many of Glasgow’s asylum seekers. 

After several hours, a delegation including the 
anti racist campaigner, Aamer Anwar, and a refugee 
spokesperson, Mohammad Naveen Asif, was granted a 
meeting with a council official. 

_ Asecond demonstration the following day attracted 
ver 1,000 asylum seekers, trade unionists, anti- 
racist campaigners and socialists, who gathered 
utside the council chambers to demand immediate 
ction. 

Bill Speirs, general secretary of the Scottish Trades 
Jnion Congress, attacked Labour’s racist asylum 
olicies, singling out vouchers and the forcible 
ispersal of asylum seekers as policies that had 
contributed to the attacks. 

Later in the same week, the Daily Record, the most 
dely read Scottish tabloid, carried a shocking 
front-page article which claimed Firsat Yildiz Dag was 
“bogus” asylum seeker, a “conman” who had come 
0 the UK as an economic migrant. The next day, 
in iranian asylum seeker was attacked, slashed 
across his back while putting out rubbish. 

A hastily organised picket of the Daily Record’s 
ice attracted massive media coverage and a foul- 





mouthed outburst from Record editor Peter Cox. 
The Record’s editorial the next day was predictable: 
the protesters were “rent-a-mob”, the Record was only 
after “the truth”. 

Sighthill is home to hundreds of Glasgow’s asylum- 
seeker families, many of whom were sent to the city 
against their will under the government’s dispersal 
scheme. 

Built in the early 1960s, Sighthill was quickly 
dubbed “a slum of the future”. The estate consists of 
huge multistory flats, mixed with damp, poorly 
maintained low rise buildings. Before the asylum 
seekers arrived, many of the flats were empty, 
classified by the council as “hard to let” or even “void” 
and neglected to the point where they were unlettable. 

Under the dispersal scheme, Glasgow City Council 
will receive £110 million over the next five years. 
This covers the cost of refurbishment of flats and 
provision of services to asylum seekers, but also 
provides the council with rent and council tax income 
from otherwise empty flats. 

With a tabloid press determined to whip up racial 
hatred and politicians refusing to take responsibility for 
the situation, refugee groups repeatedly warned that 
the alarming number of racially motivated attacks in the 
area — 70 in a little over a year — would result in tragedy. 

The official unemployment rate in Sighthill stands at 
14%; among young people it is as high as 50%. 
Lung cancer rates are double the Scottish average. 
It was perhaps inevitable that in the face of such 
appalling poverty, some residents would look enviously 
to the refurbished, furnished flats allocated to the 
asylum seekers. 

Norrie Gower has lived in Sighthill for over 10 years 
and is chair of the Fountainwell Tenants’ Association. 
He is clear about who is to blame for the estate’s 
problems: 

“Poverty here is desperate and the area has 
suffered neglect from the council and the politicians 
for decades. When Labour councillor Archie Graham 
said the murder made him feel ashamed to be 
Glaswegian, he should also be ashamed to be a 
Glasgow councillor. 

“It seems that a few people are hell-bent on stirring 
up trouble. While the BNP leafleted some of the multis 
in June, they haven’t been back — but some people are 
saying they will. 

“The majority of the scheme is not racist and get 
on fine with the asylum seekers. Sighthill has never 
been good, but it’s been multicultural for years. 
When Kosovan families came two years ago people 
were sympathetic - and that was because those 
refugees got a sympathetic press and the politicians 
were favourable. 

“But there are racists here and there are people who 
resent more new asylum seekers because of 
ignorance and the lies spread about them over the last 
year or so.” 

Refugee spokesperson Mohammad Naveen Asif also 
pins blame for the mounting tension in the city firmly 
on the racist press and politicians: 

“The people of Sighthill are not racist. | do not want 
that said. There is so much poverty here. People think 
the asylum seekers get more than them and they get 
angry. 

“We told the council many, many times that someone 
would be killed but nothing was done. The council is 
making money from the misery of asylum seekers but 
it is not putting any of that money back to help us. 


“Local people are told that asylum seekers are 
bogus, they’re over here for your jobs. Lots of Scots 
emigrated to America, to Canada, to Australia and 
New Zealand. They were economic migrants. 

“If — and | say if - Firsat Yildiz was “bogus”, it does 
not justify him being killed. The Daily Record’s 
coverage was rubbish, garbage.” 

Since the attacks, amid mounting tension in the city, 
Glasgow City Council has finally been spurred into 
action. Policy adviser Dawn Corbett has been 
appointed to address the situation and the council has 
temporarily postponed the transfer of several hundred 
more families into Sighthill. Councillors hope that this, 
along with a drop-in centre for refugees and a few 
extra concierges and repair workers, will defuse the 
tense situation in Sighthill. 

Activists have already condemned the council’s 
moves as being far too little, far too late. Refugee 
groups, anti-racist activists and the local tenants’ 
association united to organise a demonstration on the 
last weekend in August. Protesters are demanding 
that immediate action be taken to improve the area’s 
long-neglected housing and facilities, for both asylum 
seekers and local people. 
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Antisemite forced to resign | 
from top business post 


by Steve Silver 


onald Martin finally resigned from his 
position as UK policy director of the 160,000- 
strong Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) 
last month. The climb-down by the 
antisemite heralds a victory for Searchlight, 
which has led a campaign for his removal from the top 
FSB post since the end of last year. 

Martin has also resigned from the positions in the 
European Small Business Alliance (ESBA) that he had 
obtained through his involvement with the FSB. 
Searchlight had threatened to call a demonstration 
outside an international ESBA-organised conference in 
Devon in October if Martin was still in post. 

A publisher and distributor of antisemitic and racist 
literature, Martin refused a request from FSB chairman, 
John Emmins, to resign for the good of the organisation 
ey a couple of months ago. In light of this an extraordinary 
meeting of the FSB’s national council was called on 8 
August. 

In the period before the meeting articles in the 
Financial Times, Mail on Sunday and elsewhere 
outlined our allegations against Martin. The most 
outspoken was a front-page feature in the London 
Jewish News, which was headlined “On yer bike”. An 
editorial comment stated: 

“A considerable debt of thanks is owed to the anti- 
fascist magazine Searchlight, who unearthed Martin's 
unsavoury past and have tirelessly campaigned for his 
removal. 

“Without Searchlight Martin might have continued 
selling his hate-filled pamphlets under the guise of 
legitimacy. 

“Searchlight work, however, will not be completed 
until Martin resigns — it is the only course of action. 

“We urge Martin, in the strongest possible terms, to go.” 

Martin's response to the increasing press interest, and 
pressure from inside the FSB to stand down, was to issue 
a personal statement on 17 July in which he continued 
to claim that the Searchlight articles which exposed his 





conference 1986 activities were untrue. 

Nevertheless, the weight of evidence against Martin 
(inset) Martin today _ : was too much for those to whom we showed it. MPs from 
at an FSB exhibition : the All Party Parliamentary Group on Community 
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Banking, who had invited Martin to address their 
inaugural meeting, were horrified by the revelations. They 
wrote to the FSB saying: 

“Clearly we have no wish to associate ourselves with 
Mr Martin in any capacity... In view of Mr Martin’s 
activities we would urge you to terminate his 
association with FSB. 

“.,,.unless you reconsider his position then we will 
have serious reservations about working with the FSB in 
the future. 

“We are writing in similar terms to the Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, as we understand that Mr 
Martin attends meetings with Ministers on behalf of the 
FSB.” 

The Labour chair of the committee, Martin Salter, MP, 
and the Liberal Democrat vice chair, Colin Breed MP, 
signed the letter. In the end some 20 MPs across the 
political spectrum called for Martin to be removed as an 
FSB official. 

Not surprisingly, the Jewish community was also keen 
to see Martin go. The Board of Deputies of British Jews 
wrote to the FSB pointing out: 

“The allegations that Mr Martin is involved in 
antisemitic activities are extremely serious ... 

“The failure to remove Mr Martin is continuing to harm 
the reputation of the FSB not only within the Jewish 
community, but also in the wider business world ...” 

Some of the companies with which the FSB has 
partnership deals, offering credit cards and other 
services for members, also made it clear that they 
expected Martin to be gone after the national council 
meeting. In a letter to John Emmins, Warren Hill 
Insurance Brokers said: 

“As you can appreciate, we are a little concerned that 
they [Searchlight] have chosen to contact us directly, 
and slightly perturbed by the implied threat of the 
second paragraph [that we would step up our protests if 
Martin remained in post after the meeting]. We have 
good links with the Jewish community, particularly 
around Glasgow through our East Kilbride office. 

“In the circumstances therefore, I would be very much 
obliged to you for dropping us a line confirming the 
whole matter is being tackled effectively.” 

Over 30 members of the national council, plus past 
chairmen of the FSB, assembled in August for the 
emergency meeting to discuss the crisis situation that 
Martin had created for the organisation. Martin held out 
for as long as he could and only tendered his resignation 
when it became clear that the majority of the meeting 
was against him. 

_ When he finally bowed to the inevitable, he asked if 

he could say a few words. Martin then made a 90- 
minute long antisemitic speech, which included a 
“history” of the Jews. He started by rounding on 
Searchlight and then came out with the old antisemitic 
canard that the Jewish people are not descended from 
the biblical Jews but are really “Khazars” from Eastern 
Europe. 

Over an hour later he was explaining how the Jews 
are predominant in finance and the media and how 
they manipulate things through Zionism. A small hard 
core of supporters gave him a standing ovation, while 
others were so shocked and appalled by what they 
heard that they contacted Searchlight afterwards. One 
FSB insider said that: 

“T never believed that I would hear someone come out 
with such wicked ideas. I thought that sort of talk had 
finished with the end of the Second World War. I felt 
physically sick afterwards.” 


The resignation of Martin as UK policy director of the 
FSB is a tremendous victory for all those, inside and 
outside the FSB, who are opposed to antisemitism and 
racism. As ever though we cannot be complacent. As 
long as Martin remains a member of the FSB there is 
potential for him to stand for election again, or organise 
others to do his dirty work for him. 

However, the FSB is not the only place where Martin is 
active. He is a long time anti European Union activist 
and to this day a member of the national committee of 
the right-wing Anti-Common Market League (ACML). 
He also prints the organisation’s newsletter. The ACML is 
affiliated to the broad-based Campaign for an 
Independent Britain (CIB), of which he is also 
an individual member. Searchlight calls on readers to 
protest to the CIB until it makes it clear that this 
antisemite, racist and Holocaust revisionist is not 
welcome there either. 


Write to: 

The Campaign for an Independent Britain 
81 Ashmole Street, London, SW8 1NF 
Email: info@cibhq.co.uk 


Please send copies of any letters to: 
Searchlight 

PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG 

Email: editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


More on Donald Martin overleaf 


Donald Martin’s personal 
statement of 17 July 2001 


“lam neither anti-semitic nor racist, but | do agree with the 
United Nations resolutions on the State of Israel.” 

In fact Martin is one of Britain’s most prolific antisemites and 
sells racist literature. 


“I actively oppose totalitarianism of any sort wherever it occurs.” 
Martin worked inside the World Anti-Communist League with 
ex-Nazis, Latin American death squad leaders and other 
“totalitarians”. 


“Being a Christian | deal with everyone as an individual and 
treat them as | would hope and expect them to treat me.” 
Except Jewish people. 


“| value the racial and religious tolerance of British society and 
abhor the activities of those, including ‘Searchlight’, who seek 
to cause strife between different groups of people.” 

In fact, Martin believes in a “homogenous” society and is in 
contact with some of the world’s leading racist activists. 


“As a publisher and bookseller | believe in and practise 
freedom of expression within the law, without endorsing any 
matter published or distributed.” 

Except that Martin is an antisemite and does endorse the 
antisemitic and racist texts that he personally both writes 
and sells. 


‘All those, who have known and worked with me within and 
without the FSB over many years, know my abhorrence of anti- 
semitism, religious intolerance and racism and that | 
passionately uphold the right to freedom of speech.” 

Then why did FSB national committee members call on Martin 
to resign once they had seen the evidence? 
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Donald Martin 
and social credit 









by Steve Silver 

ow could someone like Donald Martin survive in 
H:: Federation of Small Businesses and broad- 

based anti-European Union organisations holding 
the ideas that he does? The answer is that he does not 
reveal the true extent of his racial hatred at first but 
presents himself as someone who is interested only in 
economics and how the “small man” is being squeezed 
out of business by the banks. 

Martin’s ideas are not original of course; he is a 
lifelong supporter of a little known and largely 
discredited economic theory known as social credit. He 
is one of the world’s leading social credit proponents as 
he holds the unique position of being the publisher and 
copyright holder of the works of C H Douglas, the 
movement's founder. 

Through his company, Bloomfield Books, which 
Martin operates from his home town of Sudbury in 
Suffolk, he sells books by Douglas such as The Monopoly 
of Credit and Economic Democracy. While not all social 
crediters are antisemites, Douglas embraced 
antisemitism, and the movement has always had the 
support of antisemites such as Martin. 

There are people who have worked with Martin for 
decades without knowing his true beliefs. For only when 
he has judged that his audience is receptive, does he 
introduce the idea that behind the economic ills of 
society lie the Jews. Social credit provides the 
mechanism by which Martin can get across most of 
his ideas without necessarily having to mention the 
“J” word. However, the privileged whom he gathers into 
his inner circle are sent copies of his publication On 
Target, which pulls no punches in its antisemitism. 


@ Born in London in 1937. 

@ Went to work in Australia in the mid 1950s. 

Became active in the racist Australian League of Rights in 
the 1960s, holding the position of Queensland and Northern 
NSW director 1966-68. 

@ In 1970 returned to England and founded the British 
League of Rights (BLR). Went on to become a supporter of 
the racist WISE (Welsh, Irish, Scots & English) organisation 
and an activist with the British Housewives’ League. 

@ From 1974 ran the British Chapter of the World 
Anti-Communist League (WACL) and administered the 
WACLs then European regional section, the League for 
European Freedom. 

@ Is an advocate of social credit, believing that banks and 
the lending of money are the fundamental causes of the ills 
of society and that behind the banks stand the Jews. 

@ Through Bloomfield Books sells antisemitic, racist and 
Holocaust denial texts such as the Tsarist forgery, 

The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, The Dangerous Myth of 
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What is social credit? 


Major Clifford H Douglas, a Scottish civil engineer, 
formulated the social credit theory after the First World 
War, advocating the implementation of a type of planned 
inflation with the economy stimulated by enhanced 
consumer spending power. Goods and services were to 
be sold at prices fixed by the government, which were 
less than the cost of production. The issue of 
government credits would make up the sellers’ losses. 
Poor farmers and other debtors welcomed the theory 
during the Great Depression in the 1930s. 

Social credit had influence in the white British 
Commonwealth countries, most particularly in Canada 
where Social Credit Parties formed the government in two 
provinces: Alberta (1935-1971) and British Columbia 
(1952-1972). Initially, Douglas was an adviser to the 
Alberta government, but they parted company over policy 
decisions early on. In 1938 the Supreme Court of Canada 
ruled that attempts at introducing social credit policies 
were illegal and the movement modified its ideas there. 
In Quebec the Ralliement Credite had 24 members in the 
House of Commons in 1962 and 15 in 1972. Social credit 
has been on the decline in Canada since the early 1980s. 

In New Zealand social crediters were elected to 
parliament, gaining their first seat in 1966. Until the 
1980s the Social Credit Political League was the 
country’s third party and won two seats in 1981 with 
20% of the vote. Since then social credit has largely 
disappeared from the political scene. 

In Australia social credit ideas had some impact, but 
no candidates were ever elected to parliament. Its 
supporters have generally been absorbed into other 
organisations. 

British social crediters were originally organised 
around the Social Credit Secretariat, which exists to this 
day, publishing the journal The Social Crediter. 
The Social Credit Party, though commanding a 
substantial following at one time, was unsuccessful and 
dissolved itself in 1951. The main proponents of social 
credit — with a racist and antisemitic add-on — are 
Martin, through Bloomfield Books, and Anthony Cooney, 
editor of the Liverpool Newsletter. Cooney speaks at 
conferences organised by the fascist Third Way. 





Donald Martin: a short guide to an antisemite and racist 


Racial Equality by D Watts and the Learned Elders of the 
BBC by A K Chesterton. 

@ Worked with notorious antisemites and racists of their 
day such as Lady Jane Birdwood and Kitty Little. Is in 
contact with the Holocaust denier David Irving and racist 
organisations across the world. 

@ From 1976 has been an activist in the Federation of Small 
Businesses. As national policy director met government 
ministers and served on Chancellor Gordon Brown’s Business 
Advisory Group on European Monetary Union. 

@ Editor of On Target. 

@ Delivered a speech for South African racist Ivor Benson 
at the seventh Institute for Historical Review (Holocaust 
revisionists) conference held in 1986. 

@ Played a key role in organising the FSB’s involvement in 
the 2000 fuel protests. 

@ Currently a member of the Anti-Common Market League’s 
national committee, an organisation affiliated to the 
Campaign for an Independent Britain (CIB). 


The Devil looks 


after his own 


Gerry Gable reports on 
the death of General 
Sir Walter Walker 


eneral Sir Walter Walker, KCB, CBE, DSO received a 
G long and flattering obituary in The Times following 
his death, aged 89, on 12 August. 

Walker, who had passed out of public gaze by the late 
1970s, was the epitome of a Pinochet-type figure. 
A sabre-rattling cold war warrior, he hated democracy, 
had used his military position to raise support and 
money for far-right causes and was prepared to help 
overthrow Harold Wilson’s Labour Government in the 
mid-1970s. His life-long association with the British 
Israelite organisation, which believes that Jesus was 
not born a Jew and that the British are the “lost tribe” 
of biblical Israel, brought him into contact with 
like-minded individuals, including Donald Martin, 
the antisemitic publisher whom Searchlight has 
recently exposed as policy chairman of the Federation 
of Small Businesses. 

Walker had helped crush the anti-colonial struggle 
in what was then Malaya after the end of the war. 
The “enemy within” in that country were those brave 
socialists, communists and trade unionists who had 
fought alongside the British to defeat their Japanese 
occupiers. 

The methods used by Walker and others, such as Major 
Mike Calvert who went on to become a leading light in 
the Monday Club, were extreme. Whole populations 
were rounded up and placed in “protected villages”, in 
other words, kept behind machine gun towers and 
barbed wire. Dayak headhunters from Borneo were used 
to track the insurgents and head trophies of those 
captured were displayed after some sections of the 
. British Army and Special Branch had interrogated them. 

After Walker returned to Europe he took up a senior post 
with Nato. A film he made with Tyne-Tees Television was 
suppressed after the Nato Secretary-General of the time 
complained that it depicted Nato as a warlike organisation 
rather than the military arm of a political one. 

In the 1960s he used his position as Commander-in- 
Chief of the British Army of the Rhine to raise political 
and financial support for the Racial Preservation Society 
and complained that the group’s hate material was not 
good enough. A letter to the RPS pointed out that the 
group would be unable to maintain continued support 
from friends in Whitehall and with the British Army in 
Germany if it did not do better. 

After Wilson was reelected in 1974 a paranoia swept 
through the ranks of the far-right establishment. 
David Stirling, the founder of the SAS, set up GB75 and 
Walker created Civil Assistance. Between them they were 
ready to seize power if they could win more strategic 







support. The Queen Mother sent an Army emissary away 
with a flea in his ear when he tried to talk to her about the 
need for people to step in to defend the Realm. 

Attempts by anti-democrats to make secret deals with 
press barons and other influential people became public 
knowledge and revelations that Walker was illegally using 
serving officers, such as Captain Mark Strallen, to peddle 
his political message led to the isolation of anti- 
democratic elements in the senior ranks of the 
Intelligence Service and Civil Service as well the Army. 
Documents indicating the extent of the plots were leaked 
to The Guardian, which was prepared to use only some 
of them. Searchlight in its earliest days as a magazine 
published a series of high-profile exposés under the 
overall title, “Men in the Shadows”. It was clear that some 
of the material leaked to The Guardian had come from 
sections of the Intelligence Services loyal to the elected 
government and the principles of parliamentary 
democracy. 

The fringe magazine Lobster made its name some 
years later by reproducing Searchlight’s work in this field 
and claiming it as its own. 

Searchlight’s recent exposures of the likes of Donald 
Martin reveal that these anti-democratic forces are still 
alive and can still be found in the corridors of power and 
influence. 


General Sir 
Walter Walker 
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News from the sewers 


Right off 
Target 


ur exposure in July of the individuals who run 

New Target, the occasional hate sheet and hit list 

put together by a team of veteran nazis, has really 
rattled their cage. So much so that issue 17 includes a 
two-page supplement written by Andrew Jones, the 
magazine's alleged editor. 

Jones, a long-time Klansman from New Jersey in the 
USA, who acts as an offshore safehouse for New Target’s 
real UK-based editors, starts out by reading into our 
article accusations that we did not actually make. 

He appears to think that the “plane spotter” who was the 
subject of our exposé refers to him. In fact it is an aging 
former Mosleyite and founder member of the League of 
St George, who in the middle of a failed court case against 
me in which he was a key Crown witness found himself 
exposed to the judge and jury, as well as a public gallery 
full of nazis, as having been in the pay of Searchlight and 
other parts of the media for several years. After his 
evidence and that of his fellow nazis was revealed to be a 
total pack of lies, the judge stopped the case. 

In all its years of dealing with nazis who have 
something to tell or sell us, Searchlight has never 
betrayed a source, but when this man, who had taken 
our shilling, decided to try and serve certain elements 
of the Secret Services by getting me put behind bars, 
we decided to “out” him. 

Part of his long rehabilitation with the nazis, who still 
greatly distrust him, has been his work on New Target, 
and Target before it. 

Jones accuses Searchlight of telling a pack of lies about 
him on the grounds that we have no way of knowing 
who is behind their private post box in London. He has 
established that the owners of the private company that 
rents out the post box would not have given us the 
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information, and that the police, which could 
have obtained details, would not have passed 
them to us. What Jones appears to overlook is 
that, once an informer, potentially always one, 
and that the information might have come from 
within New Target’s editorial circle. Maybe Jones 
should pop over to the UK and see some of his 
fellow Klansmen, including the man in question, 
and ask some pertinent questions. 

Jones goes on to claim that New Target has no 
real connection with Blood and Honour or the 
old League of St George, other than the fact that 
both groups have advertised New Target. 
He overlooks the fact that plane spotter has been 
a regular attender at nazi gigs for more than a 
year. If Jones wants to make make fun of old guys 
like me running around with baseball caps and a 
pony tail, that’s fine but I find it rather grotesque 
to see the plane spotter, merely two years my 
junior, prancing around like a deranged idiot at nazi 
gigs. Of course with age plane spotter has probably had 
to give up his hobbies of writing to sex contact 
magazines and having relationships with married 
women, then panicking when his letters to them fall into 
the wrong hands. 

Jones then denies any connection with an explosive 
device sent to the home of two pensioners after they 
were targeted by his nazi rag. Perhaps he thinks the 
explosion, to which the police and their forensic experts 
were called, was just coincidence. No doubt as a 
Klansman, with the murderous traditions of that 
organisation, he would not be in favour of such actions. 

Strangely, Jones seems to think that Searchlight paid 
out £9,000 to somebody over a libel action. That’s news 
to me, but Iam only the publisher. Perhaps he is getting 
confused over a case brought by a character called 
Morris Riley, which ended up with him several thousand 
pounds worse off and dropping dead from a heart attack 
a few months later. 

The main part of New Target includes a belated 
attempt to justify the vicious and cowardly attack 
several years ago on a young Jewish schoolteacher, 
Arthur Neslen, by the convicted British National Party 
terrorist bomber Tony Lecomber. New Target suggests 
that as Neslen had left-wing connections, the attack was 
probably just a clash between political opponents. 
The writer overlooks the fact that the assault, which 
earned Lecomber three years in prison, was not a fight 
between two men but an attack by six or seven nazis 
against the fairly diminutive teacher. The victim was 
lucky not to have been thrown onto the tube lines at the 
station where the attack took place. 

The same page includes an attack on the journalist 
Rosie Millard in the type of salacious terms for which the 
plane spotter is well known. What an old J Arthur plane 
spotter is! (Readers from outside London should note 
that “J Arthur” is cockney rhyming slang for “wanker”, 
which, for our international readers, means a serial 
masturbator.) 

A couple of years ago Searchlight reported that a Klan 
hate sheet had been sent to Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
The Yarget international investigation team leapt into 
action and some time later reported that our story was 
untrue as they had contacted Downing Street and had 
received written confirmation from the PM’s office that 
no such missive had been received. In fact the letter was 
sent to Blair via the Labour Party’s Millbank headquarters 
and was copied to us and the police, so Blair was never 
personally troubled by this hate mail. Suckers. 


Touchy, 
touchy 


Mir Treacy! 


THE REPORT IN last month’s Searchlight from inside 
an Oldham British National Party meeting seems to 
have severely irritated local organiser Mick Treacy. 
Soon after reading it Treacy felt compelled to ring 
Searchlight and voice his unhappiness about the 
article. 

“| don't know why you feel you have to send people 
undercover in the meetings,” he said. “Our meetings 
are open to everyone and we have nothing to hide. 
In fact we’ve got a meeting coming up soon to which 
one of your reporters is more than welcome.” 

Treacy’s composure dropped when the Searchlight 
worker responded: “Yes, we know all about that. We’ve 
already got it covered.” 

His voice began to quiver and you could almost hear 
him gulping for air. “What?” 

“Two of your closest friends are 
providing us with information on 
you,” he was then told. 

The conversation ended shortly 
after that. 

Treacy joined the BNP last year 
and it was only with his arrival 
that a branch was_ formally 
launched in Oldham. Despite 
having recruited several dozen 
members during and after the 
general election campaign, the 
Oldham branch is still largely 
centred around him, 

Several of the new BNP 
supporters are from Treacy’s own 
family. His wife, father and 
brother all attend BNP functions, 
locally and nationally. 
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Treacy, who lives in Spencer Street, Oldham, works _ 
as a driver for Star Taxis. Although he is believed to 
have considerable support among his fellow drivers 
(it is an all-white firm), his boss seems slightly 
concerned that Treacy’s nazi politics are having a 
detrimental effect on business. 

The Morrisons supermarket chain recently withdrew 
its contract with Star Taxis after a customer was 
racially abused by a driver. Fortunately for Treacy, 
who recounted this story at a BNP meeting, he was 
not working that day. 

It is unlikely that Treacy would ever racially abuse 
his customers as he makes a point of taking white 
people only. “I don’t want these people [Asians] in my 
life and | certainly don’t want them in my cab,” he 
announced to the party faithful. 

Although Treacy collected two awards on behalf of 
the Oldham branch at the BNP’s recent Red, White and 
Blue festival, his organisational skills have been called 
into question. A recent BNP branch meeting on Sunday 
29 July was advertised in the local BNP bulletin as 
being on the Saturday. It appears that the pub was 
fooled by Treacy’s incompetence, as were several 
supporters and even the police, who turned up. 
The redirection point was Church Inn, Chapel Road 
and the eventual meeting, attended by 50 people, 
was held in the Star, Church Street, Hollinwood. 
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Dear Member/Supporter, 


The July Branch meeting of the Oldham British 


National Party will be held on Sunday 28th July commencing at 2pm. 
In an effort to be fair regarding traveling distances, it has been decided to i 
change the normal venue to a new one for the foreseeable future. Should — 
you wish to attend you must be at the redirection point between 1.15pm 

pm which is the Church Inn, Chapel Rd, Hollins where you will 
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The politics of ‘race riots’ 


The worst rioting for over 15 years was seen on mainland 
Britain this year. Across cities and towns in the north of 
England, a number of factors sparked off a summer of unrest. 
But these occurrences were nothing new. Kate Taylor looks 
back at the history of “race riots” in Britain and the ideological 
and political battles that follow their climax. 


Violence 
erupts in 
Liverpool 
1981 
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t is often a minor incident that sparks off rioting. 

While on the surface the initial incident may be 

banal, it can serve as a trigger for tensions that have 
been boiling over for some time. Underlying the 
violence is a complex web of social issues, with poverty, 
social exclusion, unemployment and racism all playing 
arole. In Oldham and Bradford the headlines were quick 
to play up the racial aspect: “Race riot town on knife 
edge”, said the Telegraph, “Copycat race riot warning”, 
added the Daily Express. When such outbursts of 
violence occur, they are swiftly racialised by both 
politicians and the media in an effort to cast them as 
aberrations in a country of “law and order”. While “race 
riots” do tend to contain participants who are 
predominantly from a certain ethnic minority, the all 
too quick racialisation of urban unrest diverts attention 
from a number of uncomfortable social questions that 
need addressing. 

“Race” itself is not a static category, nor a biological 
fact. But in the public domain, the term is deemed to 
reflect a fact of life that is both self-evident and natural. 
When the notion of “race” is used and applied 
unquestioningly, the consequences are unappetising. 
At best, the subsequent label of “race riot” naturalises 
divisions between ethnic minorities, seeing them as 
distinct and biologically separate. At worst, it implies 
that clashes between groups are the inevitable result of 
multiracialism in Britain. To many, the problem then 
becomes the presence of minority groups, and the 
untenable solution is to remove them. 

While riots in Britain are not an everyday occurrence, 
it is wrong to view them as extraneous to British 
experience. Such a view is based on a particular notion 
of British identity, one that idealises the mythical past 
glories and shared traditions of a homogenous 
community. British “race riots” go back a long way. 
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The term “race”, long associated with colour, usually 
invokes images of ethnic minorities. When we visualise 
a “race riot’, it is invariably assumed that the rioters 
were not white. But a number of “race riots” in British 
history have involved ethnic minorities as the targets, 
not the perpetrators, of violence. On many occasions 
when this is the case the outbursts come to be seen as a 
“protest” rather than a riot. Where they are labelled “race 
riots” the racist nature of the violence is neutralised. 

Although there were anti-immigrant riots throughout 
the nineteenth century, in particular against the Irish, 
it was in the early twentieth century that the first 
occurrences of “race riots”, as they were perceived in 
public consciousness, took place. 

The events of 1919 offer the best-documented 
examples of early “race riots”. Between January and 
August that year, racial violence occurred across at least 
nine areas of the country. Riots took place in Glasgow, 
South Shields, Salford, London, Hull, Liverpool, Cardiff, 
Newport and Barry. The postwar period had left many in 
economic difficulty, and the outbursts of violence can 
be easily explained by reference to economic and social 
factors that made times particularly hard. The seafaring 
industry proved to be the focal point for the 
confrontations, having employed foreign workers for 
many years. The frustrations of the white British sailors 
found an easy target in the black population, and black 
seamen in particular. Racism provided an outlet, 
but was not the sole cause of unrest. 

In South Shields, where Arab and Somali seamen had 
first settled in the 1860s, the trigger was the refusal by 
union officials to give work to Adenese sailors. A union 
official then incited white seamen from abroad to attack 
the Adenese, who were chased and subsequently fought 
back with greater numbers joining them. Twelve 
Adenese sailors were arrested. 

mee The Liverpool riots of June 1919 are 
better known. Again, while racial 
difference played a role in the 
violence, it was not the sole cause. 
Liverpool's black population had long 
been settled in the city and even by 
the end of the nineteenth century was 
comparatively large in number. 
The riots that summer were not the 
result solely of the number of ethnic 
minority people but of the historical 
context and driving poverty that 
many were facing. Unemployment 
was dire and tensions eventually took 
their toll. The ensuing clashes 
involving up to 10,000 rioters left one 
black man dead, many injured and 
black property destroyed. The mass 


attacks would far better be described as a “racist riot” 
than a “race riot”. 

While the main protagonists in the riots of 1919 
tended to be white, ultimately it was the black victims 
who were blamed. Seen by the press and politicians 
to be a natural outcome of increased multiracialism, 
the riots were racialised in such a way as to preclude 
economic explanations, which also played their part in 
prompting the violence. The Liverpool Courier reported 
that, “a very natural anger against some results of negro 
immigration is doubtless behind these racial outbreaks 
...the average negro is nearer the animal than is the 
average white man”. Black sailors became viewed as a 
threat and the government even introduced a voluntary 
repatriation scheme. 

“Race riots” continued to occur in the decades that 
followed but most tended to be fairly minor 
disturbances. The most prominent were the antisemitic 
riots of the 1930s in East London, prompted by a 
significant fascist presence, which perpetuated the view 
that Jews were an alien race. 

The next major set of riots seen to be the result of 
racial difference were those in Notting Hill, Derby and 
Nottingham in 1958. In August of that year, a fight broke 
out between a black man and a white man outside a pub 
in Nottingham. The number joining in grew and grew 
until it was estimated that up to 1,500 had participated. 
In a lynch mob-style assault, ethnic minority people 
were randomly attacked whether they were involved or 
not. Because of media sensationalism, the following 
week up to 4,000 turned out. Many local blacks stayed in 
and some were taken into “protective custody”. Because 
blacks were not visible that weekend, the police became 
the main target. 

The violence in Notting Hill took place over a longer 
period and was spread across a large area. Fascist 
involvement played a role in provoking violence, 
although again this was just one factor among many. 
The hardline White Defence League and Oswald 
Mosley’s Union movement both had a physical base in 
the area and a third fascist group, the National Labour 
Party, was also active. But it was the racial murder of a 
young West Indian worker, Kelso Cochrane, and the 
fascists’ boasts of responsibility that particularly helped 
stoke up fear and hate in the area. 

Afterwards, the media and certain politicians saw the 
riots in the Midlands and London as the consequence of 
New Commonwealth immigration. Immigrants were 
seen to be perpetuating unemployment and housing 
shortages, and calls were made, including by 
Nottingham’s two MPs, to restrict entry into Britain. 
Many regard the “race riots” of 1958 as pivotal in forcing 
immigration control onto the political agenda. Again, 
adding the label of “race” to “riot” led to the assumption 
that it was “coloured” people who were to blame for the 
violence and for making worse existing social problems. 
The riots came to be seen as an inevitable result of 
“natural” racial differences. 

Britain’s most notorious “race riots” came in 1981, two 
years into the Thatcher administration. An isolated and 
virulent outburst had occurred in St Paul’s, Bristol in the 
summer of 1980, but the following year tensions across 
Britain's cities exploded. 

The flashpoint in Brixton was a widespread “stop and 
search” policy adopted by the police under the name 
Operation Swamp. Creating moral panic over crime was 
the order of the new government, and the stereotype of 
the “black mugger” become prevalent in public 
consciousness. The frustration of the local community 


grew and all it took was one more arrest to spark off the 
riot. The situation spiralled out of control, leaving over 
300 people injured, 200 of whom were police officers. 

In Southall the main issue was racist attacks. 
The recent success of the National Front and the strong 
anti-immigration stance of Thatcher meant that the 
Asians of Southall were seen as legitimate targets. This 
was the era of “paki-bashing”, but again young people in 
the community decided that enough was enough. 

Unrest also followed in Toxteth, Liverpool, in the long 
established black community. The issues were economic 
as much “race”, with Toxteth’s black community even worse 
off than working-class whites in the area. As many as 140 
buildings were destroyed and many people were injured. 

Moss Side in Manchester saw minor outbreaks, as did 
Leeds and other cities. In many instances, perceptions 
were decidedly coloured. Though they were seen as 
“black riots”, the perpetrators in certain areas were both 
black and white. When violence of this kind occurs, the 
media immediately issue warnings of “copycat” riots 
that may follow. The use of this phrase plays down any 
suggestion that the “rioters” may have real grievances, 
casting all involved as opportunists and mindless 
“thugs”. By dehumanising the people involved, it was all 
too easy to sidestep urgent social policy problems and to 
invoke “law and order” as the main issue. 

The Brixton riot was followed by the Scarman Report. 
Lord Scarman found that, “Racial disadvantage is a fact 
of current British life. It was, I am equally sure, 
a significant factor in the causation of the Brixton 
disorders.” He recommended changes in policing to 
reflect the make-up of the local community. 

“Race riots” were becoming more common and some 
began to call the 1980s the “riotous decade”. In 1985, 
a violent outburst broke out on the Broadwater Farm 
estate in Tottenham. The events in October that year 
culminated in the death of Keith Blakelock, a police 
officer, and saw plastic bullets deployed, though not 
used, for the first time on mainland Britain. The death of 
a black woman while police were searching her home 
provided the spark for what the Daily Express labelled 
“Britain’s most horrific race riot”. The police were the 
main targets of residents’ anger. Within six months, 351 
people had been arrested in connection with the events 
of that October, of whom 147 were charged. 

Afterwards, notions of poverty and social exclusion 
were eschewed in favour of explanations that focussed 
on individual immorality. The Home Secretary made a 
statement saying, “The excitement of forming and 
belonging to the mob...to explain... these things in 
terms of deprivation and suffering is to ignore some 
basic and ugly facts about human nature”. 

No one likes to see such outbreaks of violence as those 
we have witnessed over the years. But to label these 
immediately as “race riots” is to skate around the issues 
that breed them and the consequences that follow. 
Widespread fears inevitably ensue about “alien” cultures 
that cannot assimilate or mix into British culture. 
This outcome was as evident in this summer's unrest as 
it was back in 1919. Too often the problem is located 
solely in the culture of the community that rioted. 
Differences between ethnic minorities come to be seen 
as pathological, biological and natural and, as such, 
multiculturalism is deemed to be unworkable. 
In Bradford and Oldham the riots were viewed as 
a “Muslim problem’, and in Liverpool in 1919 they 
were a “black problem’. But these riots are not the 
outcome of the presence of any one “race”; they are 
everybody’s problem. 
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No show for NF 
in Sunderland 


NATIONAL FRONT SUPPORTERS were arrested in the Sunderland area 
for public order offences on Saturday 19 August. Some 25 were held in 
police cells to prevent a breach of the peace after they had transferred 
from their coach to public transport outside Sunderland and another 
five were arrested in Sunderland itself. 

The arrests were made after police spotter teams tracked a coach 
of NF members, including the party’s national events organiser, 
Terry Blackham. As a result a planned NF demonstration in the town 
centre failed to materialise. 

The NF had wanted to march through the centre of the town but 
this was blocked after Northumbria police and Sunderland City 
Council applied for a banning order. Instead over 200 anti-fascists 
met in the town centre for an open air rally. 


All beered up 
and no NF 
(top) 


Anti Nazi 
League 
demonstration 
(right) 


RESPECT 


Tens of thousands of Londoners showed respect and 
solidarity against racism in Finsbury Park in July at a 
festival organised by the Greater London Authority. 
The event was held in association with the Trades Union 
Congress, Southern and Eastern Region TUC, the National 
Assembly Against Racism and the Hands off My Friend 
campaign. 

Ken Livingstone, the Mayor of London, said: “We are not 
immune from attempts to stir up racism in London. We can 
take nothing for granted, even in the most multicultural 
city in Europe. 

“Britain's black music is a daily slap in the face to every 
racist and fascist, which is why the musical diversity of 
the respect festival provides such a great platform for the 
message that racism is unacceptable here in London and 
in every other city.” 





Bp 


Left to right: 
musician 
Courtney Pine, 
TGWU 
general 
secretary 
Bill Morris 
and London 
Mayor Ken 
Livingstone 
share a joke 


Thousands 
say respect 


(right) 
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On the back of tentative but promising results in the May 1977 
county council elections, John Tyndall’s National Front was filled 
with optimism. Such confidence for the future was to prove 
misguided. Racism had already begun to seep into the 


mainstream, thanks to Margaret Thatcher assuming the leadership 


of the Conservative Party in 1975. This, coupled with increasingly 
strong opposition from the left, marked the beginning of the end 
for the NF. In the second of two articles. Kate Taylor looks at the 
decline of one of Britain’s most significant far-right parties and 
assesses the impact it made on the political spectrum. 


e 1977 elections, in which the NF polled 

235,500 votes across the country, 119,000 of 

which were cast in London alone, left the party 

believing it was on the brink of success. Its leader, 

John Tyndall, speaking at the NF annual general 

meeting in October 1977, was in a buoyant and power 

hungry mood: “No power on earth is now going to stop 

this movement that we've created. No threats, no words, 

no laws are going to stop us. Let them throw us all the fury 

and all the hate of the old world — we'll carry on marching, 
like a giant army, towards the Britain of our dreams!” 

These dreams were shattered by the increasing overt 
racism of the Tory Party. A pivotal moment came in 1978 
when Margaret Thatcher made her infamous statement 
that white people were frightened of being “rather 
swamped” by people of “an alien culture’. With a 
mainstream political party taking on the agenda of the NF 
far more successfully, the tide was turning. Part of the 
reason for the NF’s success in the 1970s had been its ability 
to tap into and exploit a pressing social issue of the day. 
Now the disgruntled had no need to vote for a marginal, 
single-issue, neo-fascist party to voice their distaste or to 
air racism; with Margaret Thatcher as their leader, the 
Tories had someone who promised to clamp down just as 
hard. The electoral breakthrough for which the NF had 
been waiting was to remain forever in the distance. 

The NF’s local election results in May 1978 compared 
unfavourably to those of the previous year. The Anti Nazi 
League (ANL), formed in 1978, was becoming increasingly 
vocal against the NE as were local street activists. It was 
clear that even in key areas the NF’s support was 
beginning to wane. One of the catalysts for the formation 
of the ANL was the events in Lewisham in August 1977, 
where the NF held a march under the banner, “Clear the 
muggers off the streets”. The local community, black and 
white, succeeded in breaking up the march. The NF was 
also physically opposed in Haringey in north London and 
in Leeds. Those in the NF leadership who believed they 
needed to control the streets as well as fight elections had 
clearly bitten off more than they could chew with their 
provocative street actions. 

If there were still any doubts about Tyndall's true 
nature, his proclamations were enough to indicate his 
beliefs: “I believe the British are a remarkable race with 
a scale of achievement second to no other. I believe that 
such a race deserves a leading position in the world... In 
earlier times I would have been an extreme imperialist; 
today I believe in an updated form of imperial idea 
which seeks to link the British race worldwide in a 
mighty union which can guarantee independence from 
either of the two major power blocs of today.” 

Tyndall reiterated the NF’s policy of compulsory 


repatriation in 1977: “It might be called extreme, but the 
situation it is aimed to deal with has reached a point of 
being extreme in its urgency...we are making the 
choice of risking some suffering to one generation in 
order to spare countless future generations of coloureds 
and whites the agony of race war.” 

At this time the Labour Party began to voice its concern 
about the crude and expulsionist racism espoused by the 
NE At the Labour Party conference in September 1977 
Merlyn Rees called for the use of the recently enacted 
Race Relations Act to prohibit NF marches in sensitive 
areas because they were “racialist” and “not a genuine 
political party”. In December 1977, Labour devoted an 
entire party political broadcast to opposing the NE 

In 1978 the Labour Party stepped up its opposition by 
issuing a wide-ranging statement from the National 
Executive Committee responding to the far-right threat. 
It declared that: “we must use the means at our disposal 
to prevent the public incitement of racial hatred ... the 
Labour movement must be active in countering racist 
propaganda. The Myths disseminated by racists must be 
demolished by getting the facts across on race and 
immigration ... we must eradicate the problems such as 
high unemployment and declining living standards 
which racialists use to stimulate racial prejudice.” 

Section 70 of the 1976 Race Relations Act amended 
section 5 of the 1936 Public Order Act, which covered 
both the publication of offensive material and the 
incitement of racial hatred in a public setting. 
The Labour Party had deemed the original provision 
inadequate as it was difficult to apply to marches and its 
use had been largely ineffective. The wording of the 
Act made it very difficult indeed to obtain prosecutions 
against racist groups and the changes were aimed at 
making it more effective. The Labour Party also advised 
that, “Labour candidates should not share platforms at 
meetings or appear on constituency programmes on 


radio or television with candidates or other members of 


the National Front”. 

NF demonstrations were increasingly 
becoming associated with violence. But the 
events that took place on 23 April 1979, 
in particular, remain etched in the 
consciousness of anti-fascists. On that day, a 
massive police operation allowed a 50-strong 
group of NF supporters to meet in Southall, 
west London, in the heart of one of Britain’s 
largest Asian communities. Anti-racists who 
had organised a counter demonstration were 
faced with a 2,000-strong police presence 
using heavy-handed tactics. Blair Peach, a 
New Zealand born schoolteacher, was killed 
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Blair Peach, 
anti-fascist 
killed at an 
NF rally in 
1979 








NF rally in 
Lewisham in 
1977 


by a single blow to the head from the police. Seven 
hundred people were arrested, of whom 342 were 
charged. A week later 10,000 people marched through 
Southall in memory of Blair Peach. One hundred and 
forty seven MPs supported a parliamentary motion 
calling for a public inquiry into the events that took 
place that St George's Day. An inquest returned a verdict 
of “misadventure”. Tyndall later wrote, “We think that in 
view of the manner in which Peach and his fellow 
mobsters behaved at Southall they deserved all they got 
from the police - and much more. Have we now heard 
the last of the protracted red lament? We hope so.” 

Committed opposition to the NE both ideologically 
and on the streets, played an important role in its 
downfall and produced pivotal moments in anti-fascist 
history, such as the Rock against Racism campaign of 
1976. Hostility from groups such as the ANL and the 
Indian Workers’ Association, and from all the local anti- 
fascists who sought to oppose the NF wherever it tried to 
incite hatred showed the public that the NF was not just 
“another political party”, but one that espoused racism 
and eschewed democracy. 

In an interview, Martin Webster, the NF national 
activities organiser, was asked, “Are you a party of 
democracy?” He replied emphatically, “Yes, we are, as 
can be seen by any examination of our constitution”. But 
any claims to democratic policies were belied by the 
actions, and indeed documents, of the party. Tyndall 
spelt out his attitude towards leadership in an annex to 
the NF constitution issued in the mid to late 1970s: 
“The National Front is pledged to the maintenance of 
Parliamentary Democracy. This is supported by 
M. Webster and opposed by J. Tyndall and K. Bleach... 
A. Brons is opposed to it in the above form ... I interpret 





the NF as being first and foremost for good government 
... Good government can sometimes take a democratic 
and sometimes an authoritarian form.” 

In the 1979 general election, the NF stood 303 
candidates. Its manifesto, among other things, explored 
the “failure of racial integration’, declaring this to be a 
problem primarily based on the “attitudes of today’s 
young blacks and Asians”. Citing the racial eugenicist 
theories of Arthur Jensen and Hans Eysenck, the 
manifesto put forward the view that whites possessed 
greater academic ability than other ethnic groups. 
The policy of the NF “when coming to office will be to 
place all coloured immigrants and their offspring on a 
register of persons liable to be required eventually to 
leave this country ... Where coloured and white married 
couples are involved, the white partner would normally 
be expected to leave Britain with his or her spouse.” 

The results of the 1979 general election were 
extremely disappointing for the NE Its average 
result,over the 303 seats was just 1.5%. And with 
Thatcher now leading the country, anti-immigration 
rhetoric was further cemented into mainstream party 
politics. The NE whose selling point was crude racism, 
was partly destroyed because it was no longer the only 
one associated with the issues it championed. Anti- 
immigration had a new, bigger, and more successful 
advocate in the Tory Party. 

But it was not just external influences that were 
causing the party to fragment. The NF had always been 
fraught with internal battles and ideological differences, 
but by the summer of 1979, they exploded into an all-out 
war. While Tyndall was on a tour of the United States, 
Andrew Fountaine, the NF vice-chairman, suspended 
Webster. On his return, Tyndall reversed the decision and 
suspended Fountaine pending a tribunal. While Tyndall 
was battling with the Fountaine faction for dominance, 
a war with Webster was beginning to brew. Although not 
always popular with members of the NF Directorate, 
Webster was acknowledged to be a shrewd political 
player who masterminded some notorious schemes that 
he claimed were necessary in order to “kick our way into 
the headlines”. One infamous event was Webster's one- 
man march in September 1977 after an NF rally had been 
banned in Hyde, Greater Manchester. Along the route of 
the march Webster, surrounded by police, carried a 
Union Jack and a placard reading “Defend British Free 
Speech from Red Terrorism’. 

Webster and Tyndall had been close since their days 
together in Colin Jordan’s criminal National Socialist 
Movement in the early 1960s. Later, despite occupying 
senior positions in the NE the two men drifted apart both 
politically and personally. Webster had always insisted on 
the need to keep some of the skinheads and thugs in the 
party in order to counter left-wing opposition. Tyndall, 
on the other hand, was far more elitist in his approach. 
His view was that, “There has been an over-prominent 
display of braces and ‘bovver boots’ and far too much 
shouting and gesticulation’. The long felt animosity 
between the two was about to come to a head. 
The impetus was a row over homosexuality. In January 
1980, Tyndall resigned from the NE The party, he said, 
had been going through “a period of tragic internal 
division”. Tyndall felt he was not able to exert the power 
and discipline which, as leader, he should be entitled to 
exert. His resignation statement indicated that the source 
of his discontent was a “very high ranking officer” who 
had “sent to a young male member in the West Midlands 
a letter full of undertones of homosexuality”. This high- 
ranking officer was Webster, though his name was not 


mentioned in the statement. According to Tyndall, the 
Directorate’s failure “to act to remove the taint of 
homosexuality from the party’s leadership has caused 
widespread defections from the party”. Tyndall later 
referred to the party as the “Gay National Front”. 

After resigning from the leadership, Tyndall resumed 
editorship of his journal Spearhead, replacing Richard 
Verrall, aka Richard Harwood, author of Did Six Million 
really Die?, a notorious Holocaust denial tract. Verrall 
had edited the magazine between 1976 and 1980. 
During this period his obsession with the Holocaust 
filtered onto the pages of Spearhead, with articles 
entitled “Holocaust Swindle” and so on, appearing 
regularly. Tyndall went on to form the New National 
Front and then, in 1982, the British National Party. 
He remains in control of Spearhead to this very day, 
though its political allegiance has shifted a number of 
times through the years. 

Meanwhile, some young faces were rising through the 
ranks. Nick Griffin, now leader of the BNP, attended his 
first NF meeting at the age of 15, an event to which 
his right-wing Tory father had taken him. By 1978 he was 
the national organiser of the Young NF and in 1980 he 
became the student organiser. At this time, Webster and 
Andrew Brons, a lecturer from Yorkshire, were running 
the party on a day-to-day basis, and membership had 
fallen to under 4,000 from a one-time high of 17,500. 

That same year saw Griffin launch Nationalism Today 
with the help of Joe Pearce. Pearce from Dagenham, 
was then responsible for the Young NF and edited 
Bulldog, a particularly crude publication. In 1982 he 
received the first of two prison terms with a six-month 
sentence under the Public Order Act. Nationalism Today 
and later Rising became the springboard for the Third 
Positionist ideas that the NF was later to adopt. 

The NF split into two parallel leaderships. Webster 
remained at the forefront of one faction. The other was 
headed by a combination of Griffin, Derek Holland, 
Pearce, lan Anderson, Richard Lawson and Patrick 
Harrington, guided by Roberto Fiore and his on-the-run 
Italian terrorist exiles. Fiore’s political, financial and 
strategic influence led Griffin and Pearce to adopt the 
notion that a “third way” was needed to transcend 
the evils of both capitalism and communism, both of 
which, they considered, were rooted in a similar ideology 
of concentrating private ownership in very few hands; 
infringing on the rights of nation states to independence, 
and, most fundamentally, being Zionist controlled. 

Griffin and his allies were adopting a political theory 
quite different to the ideology expressed by the NF up to 
_ that point. Directly challenging the Webster style of 
politics, seen by the third positionist wing of the NF as 
pro-capitalist, the Griffin faction wanted to create a 
political elite. Inspired by Strasserism, and based on the 
blood and soil philosophies of Julius Evola, an Italian 
national socialist who was closely aligned to the German 
and Austrian leaders of the SS and Fiore’s mentor, Griffin 
and the NF began to develop their anti-capitalist and 
third positionist ideas. 

The local elections of 1983 resulted in the fortunes of 
the NF sliding even further. Able to contest just 58 seats, 
it averaged around 1.1% of the vote. Webster was finally 
toppled in a Saturday afternoon coup at an NF 
Directorate meeting in 1983 after Brons sided with the 
Strasserites against him. By the time the third positionists 
staged the second part of their takeover strategy in 1986, 
the political inroads that the NF had begun to make in the 
1970s into Britain's political life were barely evident, and 
with most of the old-school leadership gone, through 


bitter feuding and a series of purges, the NF was dead in 
all but name. The new decade had brought with it 
disarray, a retreat from electoral politics and crippling 
feuds for the NE Its bases of appeal were shrinking. 
Disgruntled Tories, who had flocked to the NF during the 
“soft” period of the Heath administration, could now 
return to their rightful home within the Tory party. 
And those members of the public who wished to oppose 
immigration and express racism had a “respectable” voice 
through which to channel their views. The NF was being 
forced from the ballot box onto the streets. 

The mid-1970s remains one of the most successful 
periods ever for a British far-right party. In terms of 
membership, the NF came nowhere nere that of Mosley’s 
British Union of Fascists, which had up to 50,000 members 
in the 1930s. However, despite having only 17,500 
members at its strongest, it is estimated that between 1967 
and 1979, 64,000 members passed through the NF’s ranks. 
In terms of electoral campaigns, its achievements were 
fairly significant. For a far-right party to stand 303 
candidates in an election was almost unprecedented. But 
the NF'’s success has been exaggerated. Analysts have 
often projected its success in particular areas on the 
assumption that it would filter through into other parts of 
the country. In reality, despite a well felt presence on the 
streets, the NF gained no councillors and indeed saved 
only one deposit (which in those days required 12.5% of 
the vote), when Webster achieved 16% of the vote in a by- 
election in West Bromwich. 

The real impact that the NF had owes more to the 
historical context than to political ability. The 1970s was 
a period of unprecedented public apprehension about 
the effects of immigration, particularly centring on the 
influx of Uganda Asians, the Common Market, UDI in 
Rhodesia and an anti-Irish backlash that grew during the 
IRA bombing campaigns of that period. It was a growing 
concern with issues such as these, as well as rising racial 
tensions in certain areas, that the NF was quick to 
exploit. The vocal reactions and widespread hysteria on 
the part of the media and mainstream politicians were 
the oxygen that the NF needed. It was able to find a niche 
that far-right parties in the past had not been able to 
locate, coinciding with the concerns of the day. 

Opportunism proved to be key in bringing the NF to 
the brink of a breakthrough in certain areas. It is no 
coincidence that the same strategies are found in 
today’s BNP. Clearly Griffin has learned a few lessons 
from those who attempted to take the NF through the 
electoral system. The BNP has adopted an injunction 
towards respectability, an ability to turn reactionary 
media outcries to its own advantage and the habit of 
misrepresenting the Nazi beliefs of many of its 
members. In many ways, then, the BNP’s recent efforts 
to publicise its cause can be seen to parallel the NF’s 
style of politics in the 1970s. 

The NF of the 1970s may be remembered for its appeal 
to a large number of people and for helping racism reach 
the mainstream. It was a time when the far right felt that 
it had power in its grasp. But it was its own hands that 
helped to seal its fate. Too many egos created ineptitude 
and inertia and the state's disruption, along with the key 
role played by Searchlight and other anti-fascists 
ensured that the NF never become a political force to be 
reckoned with. In the end, however, it was just one woman 
who placed the final nail in the coffin. In adopting an 
extreme and exclusionary stance, Margaret Thatcher was 
able to seal the fate of the NF in such a formidable 
manner that it became near impossible for the NF to 
come back in from the political wilderness. 
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Richard J Evans 

Lying about Hitler: History, Holocaust 
and the David Irving trial. 

Basic Books, New York, 2001 

ISBN 0-465-02152-2, US$ 27.00 
Review by By Karl Pfeifer 


LAST YEAR, David Irving lost a libel suit that he had 
brought against Penguin Books UK and the author 
Professor Deborah Lipstadt. The principal expert 
witness for the defence was Richard J Evans, Professor of 
Modern History at Cambridge University and a noted 
specialist on modern German history. He has now 
published a ground-breaking book, Lying about Hitler, 
on Irving’s revisionist agenda of exonerating Hitler and 
diminishing the Holocaust. 

The central issue of his book is not the past, however, 
but the way in which historians investigate it through 
critical examination of the evidence. He exposes, in a 
well written account that reads like a suspense-filled 
crime novel, exactly how Irving’s writings have twisted 
the historical record. 

The idea that “history was on trial” was a common 
misconception about the case but Justice Charles Gray, 
who presided over the trial itself, made it very clear: 
“What was at issue — it can’t be said too often — was 
Irving’s methodology and historiography, not what 
happened back in the forties”. 

Some commentators praised Irving’s intelligence, 
which supposedly made him so dangerous. However, 
Evans found out that in his published work, “Irving 
often seemed obsessed with trivial detail” and was 
“unable to see the wood for the trees”. This intellectual 





Fe Edt View Go Favorites Helo 





‘Address [22] hitp://www.searchlightmagazine.com/ 


» le 











Search Archive: ‘g9| | Specials 


Searchlight on 


weakness was to become quite apparent in court. 

Of special interest are the quotes cited by Evans from 
the media about Irving and the trial. Some commentators 
placed responsibility for the legal action not on Irving’s 
shoulders but on Penguin Books and Professor Lipstadt. 
However, Irving ended up being hoisted “by his own 
petard” because it was he who tried to silence real debate 
by suing Penguin and Professor Lipstadt for highlighting 
his shameful record of spreading “his venomous ideology 
of hate” under the veneer of a “disinterested and valiant 
seeker after the truth”. 

In place of Lipstadt’s handful of rather generalised 
comments on Irving, we now have over 300 pages of 
detailed condemnation from a High Court judge, 
branding Irving as a racist and antisemite, as well as a 
Holocaust denier and falsifier of history, backed up by a 
battery of damning examples from Irving’s speeches and 
writings, of which none of his critics, least of all Lipstadt 
herself, had even been aware before the trial. 

The defence case was, as Richard Rampton QC said in 
his brief opening statement, that “Mr Irving calls himself 
a historian. The truth is, however, that he is not a 
historian at all but a falsifier of history. To put it bluntly, 
he is a liar.” 

Professor Evans stated in court in connection with 
Irving’s handling of documents: “... if you are simply a 
sloppy or bad historian, the mistakes you make will be 
all over the place. They will not actually support any 
particular point of view. ... On the other hand, if all the 
mistakes are in the same direction in the support of a 
particular thesis, then I do not think that is mere 
negligence. I think that is a deliberate manipulation and 
deception.” 

Professor Evans's book is a brilliant contribution to 
the unmasking of the “assassins of memory”. 
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All three Searchlight organisations now have their own websites, which are updated regularly. 


For articles and other material related to Searchlight Magazine: www.searchlightmagazine.com 


For a full version of Searchlight’s new media pack, with essential up-to-date information: 
www.searchlightinformationservices.com 


To view work relating to our Communities Combating Hate project, online exhibition, full version of our community 
handbook, conferences and numerous other useful resources: www.searchlighteducationaltrust.org 
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DENMARK 
Hess fans stopped 


Around 100 nazis from several countries staged a “hit and 
run” march in honour of Rudolf Hess, Hitler’s deputy, on 4 
August, Rasmus Juel reports from Copenhagen. The nazis 
met in the small town of Hillerad, where they parked outside 
the railway station and headed for the town centre. Local 
police, with assistance from Copenhagen, stopped the 
march before any speeches were made and escorted the 
nazis back to their cars. The march, arranged by the Blood 
and Honour network in Scandinavia, which prefers secret 
events to the publicity stunts favoured by its rival Danish 
National Socialist Movement (DNSB), was not publicised in 
advance and gained little publicity. The DNSB grabbed 
international headlines when it marched through Roskilde in 
1995 with reinforcements from Sweden, Germany and 
Britain. Without such support the DNSB is not capable of 
much. Its Hess march last year consisted of only 12 people. 

The day before the march a fight erupted in the centre of 
Copenhagen between a handful of Blood and Honour 
supporters and a group of so-called autonomous anarchist 
youth. Three nazis were arrested after the incident which, 
some claim, was part of a series of clashes. On 5 May, 
Thomas Nakaba, the Combat 18 letter bomber, was 
attacked in central Copenhagen and suffered injuries that 
resulted in the loss of one of his kidneys. A 25-year-old man 
has been charged with the assault. 


RUSSIA 
Synagogue attacked 


Unidentified arsonists tried to destroy a synagogue in 
the Russian city of Kostroma at the end of July, according 
to Andrei Osherov, head of the local Jewish community 
and regional monitor for the Union of Councils for Jews 
in the Former Soviet Union. The arsonists placed 
wooden planks and other construction materials being 
used to repair the building against the side of the 
synagogue in an attempt to burn it down. 

Meanwhile, in the Yaroslavl region, a priest in the 
. village of Vedeniye has installed new crosses decorated 
with swastikas at his church and refused to comply with 
his bishop's demands to cover them up. The priest, 
known only as Father Sergei, is a former naval officer, a 
nationalist and a keen supporter of Alexander 
Barkashov, the criminally convicted leader of the 
paramilitary nazi group Russian National Unity. 


GERMANY 


Court allows Hess march 
For the first time since 1990, 800 nazis marched in 
Wunsiedel, Bavaria, on 18 August, to mark the fourteenth 
anniversary of the death of Hitler's deputy, Rudolf Hess. 
The authorities in the town, where Hess is buried, were 
forced to allow the march after a last-minute court decision 
in Munich overruling an earlier ban on the grounds that the 
demonstration was “no threat to public security”. 





Eleven nazis were arrested during the demonstration for 
carrying offensive weapons including clubs and iron bars. 
About 200 anti-fascist demonstrators, including local 
councillors, gathered in protest at the nazi rally but were 
kept at a distance by police. 

A spokesman for the German police trade union 
condemned the decision to allow the nazi march as “an act 
of dangerous thoughtlessness”. Peter Seisser, a member of 
the Bavarian regional parliament, said the demonstration 
“was a gross glorification of National Socialism”. 

Nazis also took to the streets to commemorate Hess in the 
north German town of Wittstock, where police seized two large 
banners claiming “Hess was murdered”. Several nazis were 
later charged with wearing T-shirts bearing banned symbols. 

As usual, the so-called Hess commemoration day was 
a long game of cat and mouse between the nazis and police 
throughout Germany. In Rotenburg, near Fulda, the 
police raided and broke up an encampment of nazis and 
briefly detained 19 people. 

At least three publicity stunts are also under police 
investigation. In two cases, banners proclaiming “Revenge 
for Rudolf Hess” were festooned from motorway bridges in 
Rheinland-Pfalz and near Hanover. In the third, nazis entered 
a field of corn near Radefeld and stamped out in 14-metre 
high letters the words “Hess — Murder”, with the double 
“s” shaped like SS runes. The slogan was reported by an 
airline pilot who noticed it on his descent to Leipzig airport. 

Meanwhile, police in Cologne have announced a ban on 
nazi plans to stage a demonstration of support, on 9 
September, for the US nazi Gerhard Lauck under the slogan 
“My friend is a foreigner — Solidarity with Gerhard Lauck”. 
The nazis are also under police investigation for a leaflet 
publicising the demonstration with a photograph of Lauck in 
a “Hitler-style pose”. 

A planned fundraising festival for the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands newspaper, 
Deutsche Stimme, in Saxony on 25 August has been 
postponed until 8 September. There, apart from the 
opportunity to participate in a raffle of a large ham, they will 
have the dubious pleasures of being lectured by the 
convicted terrorists Roberto Fiore from Italy and Peter 
Naumann, and being bored to death by frequently convicted 
Austrian Waffen SS veteran Herbert Schweiger. 
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From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Roma firebombed in east 
German fascist enclave 


MIGRANTS, LEFT-WINGERS and anybody else who does 
not fit the fascists’ perverted world view have to watch 
their step in the small Brandenburg town of Konigs 
Wusterhausen, a mere half-hour on the autobahn from 
Berlin. 

It has been like that ever since the opening of the Berlin 
Wall in 1989 and little has been done to change the 
situation. The latest racist outrage there occurred on 
30 July when a gang of unknown assailants lobbed petrol 
bombs into a Roma vehicle park in nearby Wildau. 

The Roma were on their way back from holiday and had 
arrived only a few hours earlier at the vehicle park, where 
the local authority had given them permission to stay for 
three days. While most of the fire bombs did not reach their 
target, one did land on a caravan in which seven people 
were sleeping and another set the nearby meadow alight. 
Luckily the Roma, who had come from France, 
The Netherlands and Germany, were able to put out the 
blaze and raise the alarm. 

The fire bombings unleashed the usual ritual of “concern” 
by local politicians in Wildau, whose mayor and other 
Officials apologised for the attack but said they were 
convinced the culprits were not local. A few days later, the 
Brandenburg security authorities hinted that the attack 
might have had a right-wing extremist background and ruled 
out the possibility that it was the result of “a clan quarrel”. 

It is unlikely that the attackers will be caught. The number 
of unsolved right-wing crimes and attacks in the Konigs 
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Wusterhausen area is enormous. Also in July, four Molotov 
cocktails were hurled at night onto a stage erected 
for an anti-racist festival, where a group of youngsters 
were asleep. 

Again, fortunately, no one was hurt. “We even called the 
police on a mobile phone during the attack,” said one of 
the youths, “but they took a quarter of an hour to show 
up and then showed little real interest in the incident. 
They even had to be forced to look for clues.” When the 
police finally decided to investigate the attack, it was a 
matter of criminal damage, not attempted arson. Not 
surprisingly, the youngsters think that police unwillingness 
to investigate the case properly will only give the nazis a 
further signal that they can get away with anything. 

The Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands has 
already organised three big meetings this year in the Kénigs 
Wusterhausen area, attended by more than a hundred 
people. Nazis and skinheads have a constant presence in 
the area, marching through the streets, bawling “Sieg Heil” 
and looking for opponents to batter, or drinking themselves 
into a stupor at local lakes during weekends. 

That this activity is not simply a matter of a few regionally 
isolated “right-wing orientated youths” is clear both from 
their methods of terrorising people and their extensive links 
to nazi outfits such as the internationally infamous 
Kameradschaft United Skins, which organised a march in 
the town in June last year. That event drew more than 700 
nazis from across Germany. 

They included Carsten Sczcepanski, then the United 
Skins’ leader, who was exposed last year as a state 
informer. Sczcepanski may now be heavily compromised 
but his key role in shaping the current climate of violence in 
Konigs Wusterhausen is beyond doubt. 

A leading protagonist of Combat 18, Sczcepanski moved 
to the town from Berlin at the beginning of the 1990s and 
quickly built up a cell of the now banned Nationalistische 
Front (NF). Until 1995, there was hardly a racist attack in 
Konigs Wusterhausen that did not bear his fingerprints. 

In 1994, when Steve Erehni, a Nigerian asylum-seeker, 
was badly beaten up, it was Sczcepanski who encouraged 
his fellow thugs by yelling, “Burn the nigger!”. It was only 
thanks to the persistence of Erehni’s lawyer that 
Sczcepanski was tried and jailed. 

In prison Sczcepanski carefully maintained his links with 
influential nazi circles. On his release at the beginning of 
last year the United Skins again became more active. 
Together with his old NF playmates and certain nazis in 
Berlin, Sczcepanski wanted to resume his terror campaign. 
As befits self-styled “national revolutionary cells”, this mob 
acquired weapons and pipe bombs to attack leftist and 
anti-fascist youths. 

Curiously, the high incidence of proven right-wing violence 
in KOnigs Wusterhausen only causes the Brandenburg 
police to throw “left” and “right” into the same pot, 
unjustifiably criminalising young anti-fascists, and making 
their situation ever more precarious by designating them 
“extremists”. Whoever does anti-fascist work in KOnigs 
Wusterhausen and has political contacts in Berlin is more 
or less guaranteed to land in the files of the security 
authorities. 

Meanwhile, nazis in the area have been able to build up 
their structures with a bare minimum of state interference, 
the danger from the right being systematically played down 
and encouraged by incompetent handling of so-called 
informers such as Sczcepanski. Even the special police 
units formed to combat right-wing extremism by patrolling 
the streets every weekend and checking the identity cards 
of skinheads have clearly had limited impact in the light of 
the recent attacks. 


FRANCE 


From Esbé for REFLEX in Paris 


A word about “globalism”... 
it doesn’t exist 


JULY’S TUMULTUOUS EVENTS at the G8 summit of 
world leaders in Genoa hit the headlines and flashed 
across television screens internationally when a young 
anti-globalisation demonstrator, Carlo Giuliani, was 
killed amid scenes of extraordinary violence. 

In its coverage of the Genoa events, the mass media in 
France took to labelling those who mobilise against 
globalisation as “anti-globalists”, implying that there is 
an ideology called “anti-globalism” and, by extension, a 
counter ideology called “globalism” to which nobody 
has yet seen fit to lay claim but which, strangely, is a pet 
phrase in the vocabulary of the fascist Front National 
(FN). 

In fact, the term “globalisation” describes a process 
and the derivation “globalism” has been coined by the 
press to go in the same box of ideologies as liberalism, 
socialism and nationalism. 

While there is a general acceptance of the notion of 
globalisation, until Genoa the term “globalism” 
was confined to the propagandists of the extreme right. 
For them, globalisation is not only a consequence of the 
chimera “globalism” but the exact opposite of its own 
much-prized nationalism. 

The word “globalism” first appeared in the vocabulary 
of the FN in the early 1990s and enabled it, after the fall 
of the Berlin wall and the end of the Cold War, to replace 
its traditional but moribund communist enemy with a 
new foe, deemed by Le Pen and his allies as even more 
dangerous because of its relentless progress and its 
supposed ability to dominate the entire political 
establishment. 

Immigration, interracial births, internationalism, the 
multinationals and “supranational” lobbies are all 
linked in the FN’s fevered brains in the so-called 
“globalist” project. The FN is so devoted to the term 
“globalism” because it represents the summation of its 
political strategy of “us against everyone”. According to 
this strategy the world is neatly sliced up between 
“the nationally minded” and “the globalists” and the 
FN wastes no time in painting the latter in the most 
sinister colours and shapes, as a phenomenon lurking 

. and working in the shadows. 

Its semantic gymnastics and political juggling act with 
nonexistent “globalism” has another distinct advantage 
for the FN. While people other than nationalists could 
be anti-communist, the “globalist” threat to the 
destruction of civilisation can only be opposed by one 
ideology: nationalism. Being the only ones to denounce 
“globalism”, the FN nationalists can turn the world 
upside down by presenting themselves as the saviours of 
civilisation in the face of “globalist barbarism”. 

In one sense this is nothing new for the extreme right, 
and the EN in particular, which loves the simple politics 
of black and white with nothing in between. At the same 
time, their war against “globalism” provides an added 
chance to promote the oversimplification of reality 
based on the inevitability of war between the races and 
their visceral fear of “race mixing”. 

It was no accident that an article on Genoa in the FN’s 
rag National Hebdo on 26 July dumped the participants 


in the G8 summit and those who demonstrated outside 
into the same “globalist” pot. The same idea was also 
touted by more radical fascists such as Christian 
Bouchet of Unité Radicale, who does not hesitate to 
claim that “what binds the ‘globalist’ leaders and the 
anti-globalisation demonstrators together is a a 
common project for the disappearance of national and 
ethnic identity”. 

The reaction of the two extreme right parties, the FN 
and Bruno Mégret’s Mouvement National Républicain 
(MNR), to Genoa has been curious to say the least. 
The FN contented itself with a press release branding 
everybody in Genoa as “two sides of the same coin’, 
while the MNR, at a time when the world’s headlines 
were dominated by Genoa, issued a press release 
expressing its fury at the closure of the banks of the 
Seine because of pollution. 

It was a week before National Hebdo thought of 
anything to say about the Genoa demonstrations with 
an article published under the bizarre front-page 
headline: “Terrorist threats to France. Chirac helps the 
vandals”. The explanation was to be found in a centre 
spread by Alexandre Martin, which purported to 
demonstrate the danger of a possible return of 
“extreme-left terrorism” in Europe, backed up with 
quotes from German internal security service reports. 

As if conscious of the deep flaws in his article, Martin 
detailed numerous arrests in Spain and Germany of 
Islamic terrorists, suggesting that there was some sort of 
“alliance” between the various forms of terrorism. It was 
hard to see that the author himself believed in his crazy 
conclusions. 

Scarcely more serious, Bouchet, sulking over the 
events in Genoa, decided to look for solace in riots that 
took place in a north Paris suburb earlier in the summer. 
“Aulnay-sous-Bois”, he said, “is the same as Bradford”, 
pointing out that it “is in areas with a large immigrant 
population and not in Genoa that the future of the races 
will be played out”. 

However, even Bouchet could not avoid the flood of 
media coverage of Genoa and wrote a second article, 
expressing his rage at the anti-G8 demonstrators and 
heaping particular abuse on Giuliani. 

Nevertheless, even Bouchet could not resist reentry 
into the fascist fantasy world, declaring with an almost 
audible sigh: “Let’s just imagine that we had organised 
the same demonstrations as those in Genoa with the 
same number of participants and the same level of 
violence”. It must be really frustrating for the fascists to 
see the world move on without them while they chase 
phantoms of their own invention such as “globalism”. 


Le Pen 
against the 
world 
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HUNGARY 


From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 


Ruling FIDESZ allies with racist 
Life and Justice Party 


THE GREAT ITALIAN FILM PRODUCER, Pier Paolo Pasolini, 
once observed that it did not require much strength to stand 
up to the inane and ridiculous aspects of neo-fascism but it 
did need considerable moral fibre to stand up to the fascism 
that is presented as normality and fashion that emanates 
from society’s egoism and for which people have voted. 

Pasolini’s musings have much relevance to recent 
European history. In 1994, for the first time since the war, the 
participation of an “ex-fascist” party in the Italian government 
was readily accepted and, more recently, the involvement of 
the right-wing extremist Freedom Party in the Austrian 
coalition government has ceased to provoke EU resistance. 

So it is only logical that Hungary’s ruling party, FIDESZ, 
should now feel it has nothing to fear from the EU and set 
about forming a surreptitious “alliance” with the notorious 
right-wing extremist, Istvan Csurka, and his Hungarian Life 
and Justice Party (MIEP) . 

The formerly liberal FIDESZ not only tolerates MIEP’s 
openly antisemitic agitation but has helped it consolidate a 
right-wing extremist media empire. As a result, antisemitic, 
anti-Roma and xenophobic programmes are now a regular 
feature of the public broadcasting media. 

The cancer has spread to the universities and invaded the 
world of sport, most recently erupting into an anti-Jewish 
hate campaign over a takeover of the renowned 
Ferencvaros football club (FTC) by new _ financial 
management. 

After Ferencvaros was bought by the company that owns the 
supposedly “Jewish” football team, MTK, MIEP’s vice president, 
Laszid Bognar, launched an antisemitic tirade upholding 
Hungary's “little people” against the “greedy, foreign, Jewish 
and rich world” of Budapest’s Jewish upper class. 

Noting that the near-bankrupt FTC, an alleged symbol of 
everything Hungarian, had been sold to a 52% non- 
Hungarian company with a Jewish president, he deemed 
this to be “anti-national”. Several Jewish organisations and 
the mayor of one of Budapest’s districts are now bringing 
charges against Bognar for inciting antisemitic hatred. 

Notably, not one member of the Hungarian government 
has seen fit to distance himself from Bognar’s rabble 
rousing. As a result, football hooligans feel even more 
justified in holding up anti-Jewish posters and bawling anti- 
Jewish slogans at matches. 

Yet this is nothing new. Hungarian governments, including 
the communists, have turned a blind eye to this type of 
behaviour at football grounds for more than a decade. 

But it seems that the present government is actively 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Skinheads arrested 


Czech police stormed a gathering of nazi skinheads at 
a restaurant near Prague at the beginning of August, 
arresting 40 people and confiscating hate music CDs 
and other nazi propaganda material. 

The raid came only hours after the Czech Interior 
Minister, Stanislav Gross, promised an “all-out 
campaign against nazi extremists’. Gross’s pledge 
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speculating on how it can use such agitation and is 
evidently willing to ignore the danger this represents for 
Hungary’s still fragile democracy. 

Flirting with antisemitism was not always FIDESZ’s style. 
In the early 1990s, when Csurka was vice-president of the 
MDF, then in government, his antisemitic outbursts never 
really bothered that party. But in summer 1992, a long 
antisemitic diatribe he had written was described by Laszlé 
Kévér, the current chief of FIDESZ’s election campaign 
team, as “laying the basis for a new Hungarian Nazism”. 

Since then a lot of water has flowed under the bridges of 
the Danube and Kovér has taken to writing his own 
description of the “enemy” — left-liberal politicians and 
intellectuals — in the right-wing weekly Demokrata as 
follows: “There are many people in Hungary for whom it 
makes no difference whether they live here or, shall we say, 
in New York. Hungary is not their homeland but merely a 
place to live. They are not linked to Hungarian culture nor 
do they identify themselves with the nation.” This “race of 
people”, according to Kévér, “writes lies and exports these 
across the world knowing that they are damaging the 
country and the government”. 

In another right-wing weekly, Magyar Forum, Tibor 
Franka, a MIEP candidate and journalist, recently accused 
“the Jews” of being “the Hungarian satellites of the Israeli 
Foreign Minister, David Levi”. Franka went on to say that 
‘Jews cannot be Hungarians and can be easily recognised 
because they have runny noses, their ears are lower than 
their nostrils and they have bandy legs”. 

Another MIEP journalist, Zoltan Szdcs, shares the view 
that Jews are not Hungarians, arguing that the main 
intention of the Jews is to shatter the fundamentals of 
Christian faith so that they can exploit the Hungarian 
nation”. According to Csurka, the Jews “want to induce guilt 
feelings” for the crimes of the Holocaust in Hungary’s non- 
Jewish middle classes. 

Zsolt Bayer, a television producer and FIDESZ’s former 
press chief, who has close ties to leading FIDESZ 
politicians, has attacked the press for promoting the view 
that “only Jewish suffering should be recognised”. 
“Because of this,” he says, “we have had incessant 
expiation for the past five decades”. Bayer also believes he 
has “uncovered” a vital aspect of mass culture. 

The US film industry, he argues, has an important role 
“because the whole of Hollywood is a Jewish business: Jews 
established it, Jews finance it, Jews keep it going”. 

The right is campaigning for the 2002 elections with the 
hysterical and nonsensical notion that the choice facing voters 
is the right-wing racist FIDESZ/MIEP “alliance” or the collapse 
of civilisation as we know it. Ferd Nagy, a producer for the far- 
right Radio Pannon and a MIEP candidate, summed up the 
“national Christian” stance: “We need to elect a government 
that will set up a whipping post and lash the Socialists to it so 
that the people can, if they wish, stone them”. 

A more eloquent expression of the mentality of the 
Hungarian right could hardly be imagined. 


followed the brutal skinhead murder of a 30-year-old 
Roma man in the east Bohemian town of Svitavy a 
few days earlier. 

The number of nazi skinheads in the Czech 
Republic mushroomed last year and the Interior 
Ministry estimates that there are now as many as 
6,200, a 25% increase since 1999. Racist attacks 
increased by 15% in 2000 and the authorities are 
worried about the growing involvement of so-called 
“babyskins” in violence. 





BELGIUM 


From Wim Haelsterman in Brussels 
for AFF/Résistances 


Passing the hot potato 


THE FAR-RIGHT VLAAMS BLOK (VB) has, for the 
moment, escaped a damaging conviction for racism and 
racial discrimination after Jean-Felix Vernimmen, a 
judge at the Brussels criminal court, declared himself 
“not competent” to hear a case against three of its 
“satellite organisations”. 

The three groups, all charged with “deliberately 
violating Article 3 of the Belgian anti-racist law”, provide 
financial and logistic support to the VB. Legal 
proceedings against them were started by the Belgian 
Human Rights League and the federal anti-racist 
institute, the CGKR/CECLR. 

Vernimmen stated that his court was “not competent” 
to rule on the case. He apparently viewed the anti- 
racists’ lawsuit as the kind of political trial that the 
VB had repeatedly claimed it was in the period before 
the first hearing. He further declared that “political 
crimes” should be heard before a jury in the Supreme 
Court. Although he accepted the possibility that the VB’s 
practices were criminal, he blocked a swift dispensation 
of justice. 

The judge ended his remarkable, and perhaps 
historic, verdict by stating that nationalism — the VB’s 
“ideology” — is “the origin of all the wars that have 
ravaged Europe for generations”, adding, “we shall not 
easily forget the extermination camps and the 
destruction of the cities in the Allied countries and in 
Germany. What happened in Coventry, Dresden and 
Rotterdam are the fruits of nationalism.” 

The Brussels public prosecutor and the two 
organisations that brought the case have now served 
notice of an appeal, as they are intent on having the 
VB satellites convicted on the basis of existing federal 
anti-racist law. The last thing they want is a so-called 
“political trial”. 

Benoit de Jemeppes, the Brussels prosecutor, said he 


had argued that the case should not go beyond the 
the criminal court because, “it is a lawsuit about 
racism, an ordinary case and not a political one from 
a technical-judicial point of view”. Jan De Man, a 
renowned Antwerp criminal lawyer, was less polite in 
his assessment of the way Vernimmen had handled 
the issue: “... to be honest, I think the judge only 
wanted to pass a hot potato to someone else ...”. 

De Man went on to say that “the involvement of 
politicians in certain criminal offences, even if these 
offences were committed in a political context such 
as elections, does not imply that a case brought 
against the violations of the law will be a political 
trial”. 

Frank Vanhecke, president of the VB since 1996, 
gleefully described Vernimmen’s ruling as “a victory 
for democracy and freedom of speech” and 
denounced what he claimed was a smear campaign 
against his party organised by the political world and 
the media. “This was not only a political trial, this was 
an attempted murder,” he said with his customary 
hyperbole. 

It remains to be seen when the appeal will be heard 
but there have been suggestions that it could be up to 
two years before the case is reopened. If the final 
verdict goes against the VB, the party faces the loss of 
its state funding. 

The system is that each political party receives 
subsidies depending on the number of votes 
obtained in the previous federal election. The rules, 
which have been in place since the early 1990s, are 
intended to prevent parties seeking money in the 
private sector and business world. Any party that 
does not respect human rights by using or promoting 
racist ideas is excluded from state funding. 

To forestall such a threat, the VB has adopted a 
“worst-case scenario”. In the event of being convicted 
it plans to launch a brand new party. 

This is the main reason that some commentators 
have expressed opposition to a trial. A failed 
prosecution for racism, they say, will lend the VB even 
more “respectability” while a conviction will lead to 
the creation of a new party with a new name but with 
identical leaders and the same racist ideas and 
objectives. 
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Liberty Lobby closes its doors 
Spotlight ceases publication 





by Lenny Zeskind 


FORTY-FIVE YEARS AFTER he began as a small-time 
operator on the West Coast, Willis Carto’s career as 
America’s most successful professional antisemite and 
racist is effectively over. Yes, he will probably continue 
some kind of flimflam until the last sucker has coughed 
up their last Federal Reserve Note. But when Liberty 
Lobby announced that the Spotlight of 9 July was its 
“Final Edition”, the 75-year-old con artist went from 
boss to bankruptcy. If Carto had whined a bit less or had 
stood a tad more grandly, his epoch-ending loss would 
have qualified as genuine tragedy. He did, after all, 
inadvertently kill his offspring with his own hands. But 
there is nothing heroic in Carto’s organisational demise; 
just a mean little tale of mendacity, greed and duplicity. 

Almost from the beginning, Willis Carto maintained 
two distinct kinds of enterprise: one keeping his white 
nationalist faith alive, a second aimed at mainstream 
politicking. In the 1960s, his Liberty Lobby office in 
Washington, DC worked with arch-segregationists in the 
South and conspiracy-minded anti-communists in the 
North. Eventually it built an East Coast outpost on the 
right-wing edge of Governor George Wallace’s 1968 
independent campaign for president. During the same 
period he launched a second project on the West Coast, 
initially aimed at preserving the legacy of Francis Parker 
Yockey, author of a Euro-Nazi tome, Imperium. Together 
with Roger Pearson of the Northern League, a British 
national, Carto produced an unabashedly white 
supremacist magazine, Western Destiny, until 1966. 
After Carto and Pearson split up, Western Destiny ceased 
publication. And then, in a most fateful moment, Carto 
acquired control of a non-profit corporation known as 
the Legion for the Survival of Freedom. 

From its office in California, the Legion became 
Carto’s umbrella for projects sharply defined by his true 
racist and antisemitic ideology. An old publishing 
imprint he had used in the early sixties, Noontide Press, 
continued publishing under the Legion's aegis. And in 
1978, with the assistance of another British expatriate, 
David McCalden, formerly of the National Front, the 
Legion for the Survival of Freedom became the 
corporate parent of the Institute for Historical Review 


of four million dollars and a staff of 40. Its weekly 
tabloid, Spotlight, had over 300,000 paid subscribers. It 
spawned a bevy of connected corporate shells. At one 
time the Government Educational Foundation formally 
owned Liberty Lobby’s office building. The Foundation 
to Defend the First Amendment served as a fundraising 
funnel, as did the Foundation for Economic Liberty. 
Carto used these corporations like a street-side shell- 
game, shuffling money from one to the other. When a 
libel suit threatened Liberty Lobby in the mid-1980s, for 
example, he seamlessly switched Spotlight’s ownership 
from Liberty Lobby to a new corporation called Cordite 
Fidelity (Cordite being one of the main ingredients of 
gunpowder). And when the threat from the lawsuit 
faded, Cordite Fidelity disappeared and Liberty Lobby’s 
name once again appeared on the weekly’s masthead. 
Although Carto had ultimate command of both the 
Liberty Lobby complex in DC and the Legion for the 
Survival of Freedom in California, he often pretended 
otherwise. When Spotlight ran into legal trouble, he 
would contend that he was simply Liberty Lobby’s 
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THR’s budget was always stretched thin and its staff size 
remained small, as befitted its more ideological, and 
therefore more marginal, role. 

Liberty Lobby in DC, on the other hand, developed a 
larger, relatively amorphous far-right constituency. 
By 1980, Liberty Lobby had an annual budget in excess 
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Judge S. Martin Teel dismissed Liberty 
Lebby’s bid to seek renewed protection 
under Chapter 11 of the bankruptcy code. 

The immediate effect of Teel’s ruling is 
that it is now virtually certain that this 
will be the last issue of this populist news- 
paper published by Liberty Lobby. 

Although Teel did not order Liberty 
Lobby into Chapter 7 bankruptcy—imme- 
diate liquidation—his ruling still opens up 
Liberty Lobby to seizure by the California- 
based conspirators who have an unwar- 
ranted multi-million dollar court judg- 
ment against Liberty Lobby. 


Lane pointed out that as a bankruptcy 
judge, Teel should be acting not only to 
ensure that the creditor—Liberty Lobby's 
only creditor, by the way—gets paid, but 
that the debtor—Liberty Lobby—can con- 
tinue operating on a day-to-day basis, pay 
its employees, and raise the funds neces- 
sary to pay the creditor. 

Instead, Teel has blocked Liberty Lobby 
from spending any of its own funds—in- 
cluding paying its longtime, loyal employ- 
ees—and has made it impossible for Li- 
berty Lobby to continue functioning. 

Lane points out that Teel’s ruling was 


corporate treasurer and that the Board of Policy chair 
had the real power. Opposing attorneys would have to 
compel testimony proving that he actually controlled 
Liberty Lobby and its tabloid’s editorial content. By the 
same token, when IHR was pulled into court, Carto 
would contend he had little to do with its operations and 
served only as the “agent” of the Legion’s virtually 
invisible board of directors. In fact, Carto did remove 
himself from the Legion’s board, and used an elderly 
couple, LaVonne and Lewis Furr, as pliant corporate 
proxies; all while maintaining day-to-day control over its 
operations. At every instance, Carto denied that any kind 
of link existed between Liberty Lobby and the Legion. 

This set of legal fictions began to unravel after an heir of 
the inventor Thomas Edison, Jean Farrel, bequeathed a 
multi-million dollar estate to the Legion for the Survival 
of Freedom. Farrel was an American who took Columbian 
citizenship, lived in Switzerland and established a 
Liberian corporation, NECA, to hold her considerable 
wealth. She died in August 1985, leaving behind US$16 
million in bearer bonds, real estate, gold, diamonds and 
precious stones; all squirrelled away in banks in the 
United States, England, Switzerland, Germany, Singapore 
and Japan. Farrel’s executrix, Joan Althaus, tried to keep 
the estate for herself and a legal dispute over the assets 
lasted six years. At its settlement in 1991, Carto received 
45% of the estate, or US$7.5 million, on behalf of the 
Legion for the Survival of Freedom. 

But the Legion never received the funds. Instead, the 
assets were held by a Swiss corporation, Vibet. From that 
account, funds were transferred to another Legion 
account in Switzerland. In a twist of creative 
bookkeeping, IHR’s executive director in California was 
paid by cheque or direct deposit from the Swiss account. 
The salary was shown on the Legion's books as a loan. 
Adding to the financial chicanery, Carto also funnelled 
funds that were ostensibly the Legion’s to Liberty Lobby, 
Inc. in Washington DC, its Sun Radio corporation and 
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In December of last year, a California 
tate judge, Runston G. Maino, had uni- 
terally abrogated the original agreement 
nat had been worked out in order to set- 
e Liberty Lobby’s federal bankruptcy. 
faino was the judge who, in 1996, had 
weled the initial multimillion-dollar 
sdgment that first forced Liberty Lobby 
ato Chapter 11 bankruptcy. 

To the astonishment of many attorneys 
nd others, federal Judge Teel permitted 
ne state judge to void the bankruptcy set- 
ement that had been hammered out and 
pproved by Teel in the first place. 


Judge S. Martin Teel, federal bank- 
ruptey judge for the District of 
Columbia, has made it impossible for 
our publisher, Liberty Lobby, to exist. 
As the news story on this page reports, 
he has frozen our bank account, for- 
bade us to put any money from sub- 
scriptions, books or donations in the 
bank, and won't even let us pay our 
loyal employees back salary. 

Of course, we have appealed, and 
we should prevail on appeal because 
Teel’s orders are so contrary to the law 
and to the facts. Teel seems to have a 
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other undisclosed “good causes.” Leon Degrelle, the 
Waffen SS criminal then hiding out in Spain, received 
US$100,000 in Carto disbursements. 

Carto’s unrestricted use of the Farrel funds ended in 
September 1993. Tired of their boss’ shenanigans, IHR’s 
staff convinced Carto’s proxy board members, the Furrs, 
to resign. In their place, a new board of directors was 
appointed, including Mark Weber, who had been a 
leading activist of William Pierce’s National Alliance in 
the late 1970s. With Weber's ascension, Carto lost control 
of the Legion and the most important centre for 
Holocaust denial in North America and Europe. 

A flurry of lawsuits followed. After years spent denying 
that he had any connection with the Legion other than 
serving as its “agent”, Carto now maintained that he had 
always in fact been the only person in control. Similarly, 
after denying any link between Liberty Lobby and the 
Legion, he now maintained that the Farrel money had 
been given to him personally and that he could give it to 
either Liberty Lobby or IHR as he pleased. Based on 
these contentions, Carto sued to void the new board of 
directors. But a California judge upheld the standing of 
Weber and the Legion’s new board. The Legion then 
sued Carto, Liberty Lobby and others to recover the 
Farrel funds that Carto had diverted. A second judge 
ruled that Carto and his co-defendants owed the Legion 
$6,430,000. That amount would grow with interest. 

In a letter explaining his decision, the judge concluded 
that, “Mr. Carto lacked candor, lacked memory, and 
lacked the ability to be forthright about what he did 
honestly remember.” The judge also ruled that LaVonne 
Furr had “allowed herself to become the pawn of 
Mr. Carto”. Eight years and a dozen lawsuits later, the 
verdict remained the same: Carto and Liberty Lobby 
owed millions to the Legion for the Survival of Freedom 
and its offspring-the Institute for Historical Review. 

To avoid payment, Carto declared personal 
bankruptcy in the California courts. Liberty Lobby 
similarly declared bankruptcy in Washington, DC. 
It looked as if Weber, the IHR and the Legion might win 
every lawsuit but lose the funds. Then, for a brief time, 
the antagonists reached agreement over an extended 
payment schedule. By the end of December 2000, the 
Legion-IHR had received almost $400,000; enough for 
IHR to rehire staff and restart publication, but not 
enough to satisfy the entire debt. 

That agreement fell apart, however, and earlier this 
year both parties went back to court again. Finally, 
Liberty Lobby reached the end of its legal rope and was 
ordered to make payments to the Legion or face 
liquidation by the courts. After forty years of operating a 
DC office, Liberty Lobby closed its doors and ceased 
publishing Spotlight. On the West Coast, Carto faces a 
court-ordered liquidation of personal assets. In short, 
he could lose his house in Escondido to the Legion. 

For its part, the Legion-IHR continues to carry the 
Holocaust denial banner worldwide, and claims its 
prospects are the brightest in years. 

What next for Carto? He is expected to begin 
publishing a new periodical, supposedly entitled 
The American Free Press, from new offices in DC. He will 
also use one of his many corporate shells to continue 
producing a magazine, Barnes Review, for the Holocaust 
denial set. The Farrel funds, after all, have not yet been 
completely spent. And as long as Carto has money, 
he will remain on the white supremacist scene. But the 
long battle with the Legion-IHR has reduced him to a 
“has-been” who can only look on as the next generation 
of players takes centre stage. 
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SWEDEN 


From Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 


New party threatens SD’s 
election prospects 


AS QUICKLY AS MIKAEL JANSSON’S fascist Sweden 
Democrats (SD) are donning their suits and ties for next 
year’s general election, dark clouds are forming on their 
political horizon. 

The SD's rebellious Stockholm district has now firmly 
severed all links with its mother organisation and set up 
shop on its own with a new party, the National Democrats 
(ND), formed at a meeting on 12 August. The move has 
seriously dented Jansson’s carefully laid plans to run an 
energetic election machine next year. 

The SD evolved out of the racist campaign group Keep 
Sweden Swedish (BSS), originally established in 1979 as a 
copy of Britain’s National Front. The SD failed to make 
electoral headway after its formation in 1989 because, just 
as anti-immigrant feeling was becoming an election issue, 
Bert Karlsson and lan Wachmeister formed the populist New 
Democracy (NyD). Appearing from out of the blue, the NyD 
took 6.7% of the national vote in 1991, grabbing the SD’s 
potential support and leaving it with a mere 5,000 votes. 

By the 1994 election, however, the NyD was itself 
crumbling in the wake of bitter bouts of internal warfare and 
lost all its parliamentary seats. Its only consolation was to 
hang on to 1.5% of the vote, again mopping up the votes 
the SD had hoped to win. 

In 1998, the NyD’s vote all but collapsed to 8,000. 
However, the SD again faced competition from 
Wachmeister, who had just launched his Internet gimmick, 
the New Party (DNP). Also on the 1998 ballot paper was 
the Swedish Pensioners’ Interest Party (SPI), which, 
although not extreme right-wing, fought the election with 
demands for reduced immigration. 

Mopping up the remnants of the extreme right vote was 
Wellbeing of Scania, a populist election alliance formed by 
the racist Sjdbo Party and other local groups in southern 
Sweden. Between 75,000 and 100,000 voters supported 
racist parties in 1998, with the SD taking 20,000 votes and 
eight seats on local councils. But its “success” was dwarfed 
by the SPI, which won 62 seats, and Wellbeing of Scania, 
which took 47 seats in the district of Skane alone. Leading 
Sweden Democrats openly condemned what they termed 
“the blasted populist and local interest parties” which time 
and again thwarted their carefully planned campaigns. 

Since then, the NyD has ceased to exist and its influential 
Huddinge District in Stockholm decided to merge with the 
SD. The DNP folded on the eve of the 1998 election and 
has not updated its website for more than two years. And 
Wellbeing of Scania has been wracked by internal strife, 
effectively splitting it in two, one section choosing 
cooperation with the SD and the other attempting to grab 
control of the party. 

Now, as the SD begins its 2002 election campaign, it 
would appear to be in a unique position as the only 
“nationalist” organisation with an efficient election 
machine, dedicated activists and the funds to run a broad 
campaign. At least that is how it looked until the ND came 
along. In fact, the latest split in the SD has been several 
years in the making, ever since Jansson assumed the 
leadership in 1995. 

Jansson, unlike his predecessors, does not have an 
obvious nazi pedigree. Educated in the mainstream Centre 
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Party, he was at one time deputy chairman of that party's 
Orebro District, until he defected to the “ranks of 
nationalism”. One of his first decisions as party boss was to 
ban uniforms at public meetings and functions. This was 
the opening shot in a years-long successful campaign to 
clean up the party’s grubby facade and create the 
semblance of a palatable alternative for voters. The “public” 
SD is now composed of young, well behaved, well spoken, 
well groomed boys, some with an academic background. 
At the same time, Jansson’s strategy of toning down the 
SD’s obviously racist rhetoric was designed to give 
the impression that the SD was a normal, almost 
mainstream, democratic party. 

It is from Jansson’s policy of reform that his current 
problems originate. The internal rebellion, led by two key 
organisers, Anders Steen in Haninge, Stockholm, one of the 
party’s eight councillors, and Tor Paulsson, formerly the 
SD’s national organiser, claims the Jansson leadership has 
been moving in a “liberal-marxist” direction. 

Following a year of sniping and conflict, Steen and 
Paulsson were summarily excluded from the SD at its 
annual conference in April. Neither was given the 
opportunity to defend themselves. 

Much venom is now being directed towards the SD’s 
national organiser, Tommy Funebo, who is accused of being 
a “Mossad agent”. The rebels claim the party has been 
hijacked by the “Jansson clique” and can no longer be 
regarded as a true nationalist organisation. 

While in a minority, Steen and Paulsson have received 
some support from key hardline activists. They include Harry 
Edlund, a leader of the SD’s “Seniors Section”, and the 
youth organisers, Marc Abramsson and Vavra Suk. 

Steen claims a majority of the SD is ready to join the ND, 
but this seem to be an exaggeration. Meanwhile, Jansson 
is desperately trying to play down the split, claiming it is a 
local problem in Stockholm. 

Most inconveniently, the split has come while the SD is 
running in September’s national Church Council elections, 
which are seen as a rehearsal of the SD’s 2002 general 
election campaign. 
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20 years ago 
September 1981 





Thirty-four people were arrested 
in Oxford as British Movement 
supporters planned to invade 
the town. But both anti-fascists 
and police were waiting for them 
and they were not able to get 
through. Some 400 anti-fascists 
had gathered in the town centre 
in readiness. BM leader Michael 
McLaughlin had warned that 

- 200-300 supporters from all 
over the country, would be arriving to leaflet and march the town. 

Police, with leave cancelled and hundreds more on standby, set up 
roadblocks on all main roads into the town. Vehicles were stopped 
and searches were made for offensive weapons and leaflets. Among 
those arrested were two men in a white Ford Granada, carrying a 
pickaxe handle and a radio telephone. Searches were also made of 
BM supporters arriving by train at Oxford railway station... 

Chief Superintendent Wyn Jones, of Oxford police, said, “We 
prevented members of BM coming into the city and any attempt to 
provoke confrontation and violence”. Mr Peter Moss, one of the 
Labour city councillors present at the demonstration, commented: 
“Oxford youth have gathered in numbers to show their hatred of 
fascists...” 
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Se After a short-lived lull, neo- Back Numbers 
nazis have ecunied their vicious campaign of violence against £2 each post free 
refugee centres and immigrants in both east and west Germany. oa to February 1999 £1) 


On 14 July, five masked nazis drew up in cars and invaded a 
hostel, which houses thirty two refugees and immigrants from 
Poland, Romania and Egypt, in the town of Trollenhagen, near 
Neubrandenburg. 

Police were called but before they arrived the fascists smashed 
windows and beat up a female resident. By the time the police 
came, the raiders had fled and there were no arrests. 

Two days later, a stormtroop of more than 50 neo-nazis, 020 7681 8650 
including many skinheads, rampaged through a hostel for refugees 
in Magdeburg. (Son mn issues are no longer available.) 
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